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Data Appendix 
 
Key References across Abortion, Prostitution and Surrogacy 
 
Abortion Data: Key References 

1) "Index of Population/Abortion." Harvard University. Last modified February 1999. Accessed July 2016. 
https://cyber.harvard.edu/population/abortion/?C=M;O=A 
2) United Nations (2016). The Population Policy Data Bank maintained by the Population Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. Website: http://www.un.org/esa/population/publications/abortion/profiles.htm 

3) "World's Abortion Laws 2016." Center for Reproductive Rights. Last modified January 2016. Accessed July 2016. http://worldabortionlaws.com/map/ 
Prostitution Data: Key References 

1) "Criminal Codes." Legislationline. OSCE. Last modified 2016. http://legislationline.org/documents/section/criminal-codes 
2) "Sexuality, Poverty, and Law Programme." Institute of Development Studies. Accessed July 2016. http://spl.ids.ac.uk/sexworklaw/countries 
3) 100 Countries and Their Sex Law Policies." ProCon.org. Last modified 18 May 2016. Accessed July 2016. 
http://prostitution.procon.org/view.resource.php?resourceID=000772#australia 

4) "2008 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices." U.S. Department of State. Modified 2009. Accessed July 2016. 
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/2008/index.htm 
Surrogacy Data: Key References 

1) Brunet, Laurent, Janeen Carruthers, Konstantina Davaki, Derek King, Claire Marzo, and Julie McCandless. A Comparative Study on the Regime of 
Surrogacy in EU Member States. Luxembourg: European Parliament, 2013. Europarl.europa.eu. European Parliament. Web. Page 15. 

2) IFFS Surveillance 2013. October 2013. International Federation of Fertility Societies. Edited by Steven J. Ory. Pdf. Accessed 9 October 2016. Pages 
114-117. https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/iffs.site-ym.com/resource/resmgr/iffs_surveillance_09-19-13.pdf 

3) Shannon, Geoffrey, Rosemary Horgan, Geraldine Keehan, Clare Daly; “Appendix 3: Surrogacy.” In Adoption: Law and Practice under the Revised 
European Convention on the Adoption of Children. Council of Europe. 2013. 

4) Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. Beaumont. International Surrogacy Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: Hart, 
2013. Studies in Private International Law. Page 5. 
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Abortion Data 
 
Country 
Code 

Country 
Name 

Year of 
Abortion 
Law 

Dummy 
for 
Abortion 

Reasons 
to 
permit 
abortion 

Exceptions Notes Legal Sources 

AFG Afghanis
tan 

1976 0 1 . 1976: Abortion illegal 
except in instances to save 
life of mother 

“Afghanistan.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat. 

ALB Albania 1989 1 1,2,3,4 19 1989: Legalized abortions 
for rape/incest cases, and 
when woman was under 16 
years old 

“Albania.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. 

ALB Albania 1991 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6 

31 1991: Approved abortions if 
done under the grounds that 
the parents “did not want the 
child to be born”. Approval 
of committee needed. 

“Albania.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. 

ALB Albania 1995 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2,3 1995: Abortions can be 
performed if woman states 
that pregnancy causes her 
“psychological and social 
problems” (generally 
considered “upon request”) 
within the first 12 weeks. 
Counseling needed. Must 
wait 1 week between 
counseling and procedure. 
Parent/husband involvement 
desired. Available anytime 
in cases of foetal defect, 
life/health of woman in 
danger.  

“Albania.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. 
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DZA Algeria 1966 0 1 . 1966: Permitted only in 
cases to save the life of the 
mother. 

“Algeria.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

DZA Algeria 1976 1 1,2 . 1976: Permitted in cases of 
life/health endangerment 

“Algeria.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

DZA Algeria 1985 1 1,2,3 . 1985: Permitted in cases of 
life/health/mental health 
endangerment 

“Algeria.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

ASM America
n Samoa 

1969 1 1,2 . 1969: Abortion permitted in 
cases of preservation of 
life/health of mother. 

“Samoa.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. 
http://www.asbar.org/index.php?option=com_co
ntent&view=article&id=7371:46.3903-
Authorized-abortions.&catid=753&Itemid=172 

ASM America
n Samoa 

1979 1 1,2,3 . 1979: Abortion permitted in 
cases of risk to life/physical 
or mental health of mother.  

Authorized Abortions A.S.C.A. § 46.3903 
(1979). 

ADO Andorra 1990 0 1 . 1990: Abortion only 
permissible in cases to save 
the woman’s life.  

“Andorra.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

AGO Angola 1975 0 1 . 1975: Carried restrictive law 
over from its days under 
Portugal, which allowed 
abortion only under threats 
to mother’s life 

“Angola.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

ATG Antigua 
and 
Barbuda 

1937 0 1 . 1937: Abortions permitted in 
cases of preserving the life 
of the mother. 

“Antigua and Barbuda.” The Population Policy 
Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat. 
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ARG Argentin
a 

1984 1 1,2,3,4 18 1984: Permitted in cases of 
risk to life/health, or in cases 
of rape when the woman is 
mentally ill.  

“Argentina.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

ARM Armenia 1936 1 1,2,3,5 . 1936: Allowed under threats 
to mother’s life, threat to 
health, or possibility of 
inheritance of a serious 
disease 

“Armenia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

ARM Armenia 1955 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 1955: Freely performed 
before 12 weeks; after 12 
weeks only in instances of 
threat to mother’s life/health 
and foetal handicap 

“Armenia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

ARM Armenia 1987 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

14  1987: Through the 28th 
week of pregnancy for 
health and range of non-
medical reasons; approval 
for other reasons. 

“Armenia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

ABW Aruba . . . .     
AUS Australia 1969 1 1,2,3,4,5,

6,7 
. Law left to each state, 

various implementation 
years and procedures 

 Cica, Natasha. “Abortion Law in Australia.” 
Parliament of Australia. Last modified 31 
August 1998. Web. Accessed 12 July 2016. 
http://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parlia
mentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pu
bs/rp/rp9899/99rp01#unlaw 

AUT Austria 1974 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2,3, 6 1974: Allowed in first 3 
months of pregnancy after 
consultation 

Penal Code of Austria, § 96-98 (1974).  

AZE Azerbaij
an 

1936 1 1,2,5 . 1936: Abortion permitted 
only in cases of severe threat 
to life, health, or risk of 
serious disease inheritance 

“Azerbaijan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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AZE Azerbaij
an 

1955 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 1955: Abortions could be 
performed freely during the 
first 12 weeks of pregnancy. 
After 12 weeks in the case of 
serious threat to life, health 
of mother 

“Azerbaijan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

AZE Azerbaij
an 

1987 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

15,22 1987: Broad range of non-
medical reasons for 
abortions performed upon 
request: death of husband, 
imprisonment, rape etc. 
through the 28th week of 
pregnancy. With approval 
from a committee, an 
abortion could be performed 
on any other ground. 

“Azerbaijan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

BMS Bahamas
, The 

1924 1 1,2,3 . 1924: Approved if procedure 
done “in good faith and 
without negligence for the 
purposes of medical or 
surgical treatment of a 
pregnant woman is 
justifiable although it causes 
or is intended to cause 
abortion or miscarriage or 
premature delivery or the 
death of the child.”  

“Bahamas.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. 

BHR Bahrain 1976 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

3 1976: Abortion only 
unlawful if performed 
without consent of woman 
or if done without 
counseling/knowledge of a 
physician. 

“Bahrain.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

BGD Banglade
sh 

1860 0 1 . 1860: Permitted only in 
cases to save a woman’s life. 

Bangladesh Penal Code, Bangladesh Ministry of 
Law Justice and Parliamentary Affairs  § 45.312 
(1860): Act XLV, Section 312. 
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BRB Barbados 1868 0 1 . 1868: Permitted only to save 
the life of the mother. 

“Barbados.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

BRB Barbados 1938 1 1,2,3 . 1938: After Rex v. Bourne, 
Offenses Against the Person 
Act of 1868 interpreted to 
approve cases that preserve 
the mental/physical health of 
the mother. 

“Barbados.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

BRB Barbados 1983 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6 

2,16 1983: Abortion permitted in 
cases of risk to life, 
physical/mental health of 
mother, foetal impairment, 
rape/incest, and socio-
economic grounds. Parental 
approval necessary for those 
under 16. Must be within the 
first 12 weeks of pregnancy. 
If between week 12 and 
week 20, must be authorized 
by 2 physicians. If later than 
20 weeks, must be 
authorized by 3 physicians. 
(At any time if woman’s life 
is in danger.) 

“Barbados.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

BLR Belarus 1936 1 1,2,5 . 1936: Abortion permitted 
only in cases of severe threat 
to life, health, or risk of 
serious disease inheritance 

“Belarus.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

BLR Belarus 1955 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 1955: Abortions could be 
performed freely during the 
first 12 weeks of pregnancy. 
After 12 weeks in the case of 
serious threat to life, health 
of mother 

“Belarus.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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BLR Belarus 1987 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 1987: abortions allowed on 
demand for variety of non-
health reasons through the 
28th week (socio-economic, 
rape) and allowed other 
reasons to be approved by a 
committee 

“Belarus.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

BEL Belgium 1867 0 1 . 1867: Permitted in cases to 
save the life of the woman, 
under general criminal law 
principles. 

“Belgium.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

BEL Belgium 1990 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2,3 1990: Abortion is permitted 
in cases where the woman’s 
pregnancy causes “distress”. 
(This is not defined). Must 
occur within 12 weeks of 
pregnancy. Consultation 
needed, and the woman must 
wait 6 days between first 
consultation before 
scheduling her abortion. 
Beyond 12 weeks: abortion 
permitted in cases of grave 
danger to health of woman 
or in certain cases of foetal 
impairment. Doctor does not 
have to oblige the patient. 

Code Penal, Beligum Code. § 1.3.7.1.350 
(1990). 
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_
lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&table_name=loi&cn=1
867060801 

BLZ Belize 1980 1 1,2,3,5,6 . 1980: Abortion permitted in 
cases of risk to life or 
mental/physical health of 
mother or her existing 
children, foetal impairment. 
Socio-economic grounds 
permitted. Imprisonment for 
life if an illegal abortion is 
performed. 

“Belize.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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BEN Benin 1810 0 1 . 1810 (reaffirmed a couple of 
times): Abortion permitted 
only to save woman’s life 

“Benin.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

BEN Benin 2003 1 1,2,4,5 . 2003: Permitted to save the 
life or health of mother, in 
cases of rape/incest, or in 
cases of foetal impairment 

On Sexual and Reproductive Health, Benin 
Code § 17 (2003). Center for Reproductive 
Rights. Web. Accessed 12 July 2016. 
http://www.reproductiverights.org/world-
abortion-laws/benins-abortion-
provisions#English1 

BMU Bermuda . . . .     
BTN Bhutan 2004 1 1,4 . 2004: Permitted in cases to 

save the mother’s life, when 
the pregnancy is the result of 
rape/incest, or when the 
woman is of “unsound 
mental condition”. 

Bhutan Penal Code, Bhutan Code (2004). 
Harvard School of Public Health. Web. 
Accessed 5 July 2016.  

BOL Bolivia 1972 1 1,2,4 21 1972/1997: Permitted in 
cases of rape/incest, or when 
mother’s life/health is at 
risk. Must be authorized 
judicially. (Penal Code 
(1972), Title VIII, Chapter 
II, 266.) 

“Bolivia’s Abortion Provisions in English 
(unofficial translation)”.World Abortion Laws. 
Center For Reproductive Rights. 2016. Web. 

BOL Bolivia 2014 1 1,2,4   2014: removed need for 
judicial approval 

“Constitiutional Court Issues Decision on 
Abortion Restrictions in Bolivia” Ipas. Last 
modified 19 February 2014. Web.Accessed 15 
July 2016. 
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BIH Bosnia 
and 
Herzego
vina 

1974 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

10,16 1974 law: Abortion 
permitted upon request in 
the first 10 weeks of 
pregnancy. Parent/guardian 
approval needed if woman is 
under the age of 16. After 
the ten –week mark, legal if 
approval by a commission 
given for a case concerning 
the risk to life/health of 
woman, foetal development 
issues, or in cases of 
rape/incest. After 20 weeks, 
only in cases to save the 
life/health of the woman. 

“Bosnia and Herzegovina.” The Population 
Policy Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  

BWA Botswan
a 

1964 0 1 . 1964, modeled after UK’s 
Offences Against the Person 
Act 1861: Permitted only in 
cases to save the woman’s 
life 

“Botswana.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

BWA Botswan
a 

1991 1 1,2,3,4,5 20 1991: Permitted in cases of 
rape/incest, in cases of risk 
to woman’s life, physical. 
mental health, and foetal 
impairment. Legal within the 
first 16 weeks of pregnancy. 

“Botswana.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

BRA Brazil 1940 1 1,4 13 1940: Permissible in cases of 
risk to life of the woman, or 
in cases of rape 

Law Number 2.848 Special Part, Brazil Code § 
1.1.124-128 (1940). Center for Reproductive 
Rights. Web. Accessed 17 August 2016. 

BRA Brazil 2012 1 1,4,5 . 2012: Supreme Court 
authorized abortion in case 
where fetus has 
anencephaly. 

 “Brazil: Supreme Court Abortion Ruling a 
Positive Step.” Human Rights Watch. Last 
modified 19 April 2012. Web. Accessed 12 
August 2016. 

BRN Brunei 
Darussal
am 

. 0 1 .   “Brunei Darussalam.” The Population Policy 
Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  
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BGR Bulgaria 1956 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 1956: Permitted upon 
request within the first 12 
weeks of pregnancy, 
provided an abortion 
procedure was not carried 
out on the woman in the 
prior six months. 

“Bulgaria.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

BGR Bulgaria 1968 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

15,16,19,22 1968: Not permitted for 
childless children. Had to be 
approved by a committee for 
woman with 1-2 children, 
victims of rape, if woman 
was under 16 (with parental 
consent), or “when she had 
been made pregnant by a 
person whom she could not 
marry because he was a 
close relative”. Those with 
3+ children and those over 
45 could have an abortion 
upon request 

“Bulgaria.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

BGR Bulgaria 1990 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 1990: Permitted upon 
request within the first 12 
weeks of pregnancy. 

“Bulgaria.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

BFA Burkina 
Faso 

1810 0 1 . 1810: Permitted only to save 
the life of the woman 

“Burkina Faso.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat.  

BFA Burkina 
Faso 

1996 1 1,2,3,4,5 10 1996: Permitted in cases to 
save the life, health of 
woman, in cases of foetal 
impairment, in cases of 
rape/incest. During the first 
10 weeks. 

“Burkina Faso.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat.  
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BDI Burundi 1981 1 1,2,3 . 1981: Permitted in cases to 
save the life, health of the 
woman.  

“Burundi.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

KHM Cambodi
a 

1953 0 1 . 1953, under Penal Code 
mirrored after French Penal 
Code: Only in cases to save 
the mother’s life. 

“Cambodia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

KHM Cambodi
a 

1997 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2,16 1997: Permitted upon 
request within the first 12 
weeks of pregnancy. After 
12 weeks, in cases of risk to 
mother’s life, foetal 
impairment, or in cases of 
rape. Parental consent 
needed if minor. 

“Cambodia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

CMR Cameroo
n 

1969 1 1,4 13 1969: Permitted to save the 
life of the mother or in cases 
of rape.  

“Cameroon.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

CAN Canada 1969 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

31 1969: Permitted under 
approval by a committee. 

 “Position Paper #54 Abortion Law and Policy: 
Comparisons Between the U.S. and Canada.” 
Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada (2006): 1. 
Web. 

CAN Canada 1988 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

. 1988: full decriminalization 
of abortion procedure 

 “Position Paper #54 Abortion Law and Policy: 
Comparisons Between the U.S. and Canada.” 
Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada (2006): 1. 
Web. 

CPV Cape 
Verde 

1986 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 1986: Permitted upon 
request within the first 12 
weeks of pregnancy. After, 
in cases of risk to health/life 
of mother. 

“Cape Verde.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

CYM Cayman 
Islands 

1975 0 1 . 1975: Permitted only in 
cases to save the life of the 
mother. 

"List of Countries and their Present Status on 
Abortion Legislation." Third World Institute. 
Web. Accessed 23 August 2016. 
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CAF Central 
African 
Republic 

1961 0 1 . 1961: Permitted only in 
cases to save the life of the 
mother. 

“Central African Republic.” The Population 
Policy Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  

TCD Chad 1967 0 1 . 1967: Permitted only in the 
case to save the mother’s 
life. 

“Chad.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

TCD Chad 2002 1 1,2,3,5 . 2002: Permitted in cases to 
save the life, health, of the 
mother or in cases of foetal 
impairment. 

On the Promotion of Reproductive Health, Chad 
Code  § 12,21 (2002). Center for Reproductive 
Rights. Web. Accessed 6 July 2016.  

CHI Channel 
Islands 

. . . .     

CHL Chile 1874 0 . . 1874: Law outlawing any 
type of abortion went into 
effect. (Including in cases of 
threats to the mother’s life.) 

Penal Code, Chile Code §2.7.342-345 (1874). 
Center for Reproductive Rights. Web. Accessed 
1 September 2016.  

CHL Chile 1967 0 1 . 1967: Health Code Decress 
No. 725 permitted abortions 
in the cases of risk to 
woman’s life. Two doctor’s 
approval needed. 

“Chile.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

CHL Chile 1989 0   . 1989: Health Code law 
repealed: “No action may be 
executed that has as its goal 
the inducement of abortion.” 

“Chile.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

CHN China 1953 1 1,2,6 24 1953: Permitted in when 
pregnancy was medically 
undesirable, spacing of 
children what too close, if 
woman had child under 4 
months. Both mother and 
father had to file a claim for 
an abortion. Procedure not to 
be done after the second 
month. 

Hemminki, Elina et al. “Illegal Births and Legal 
Abortions – the Case of China.” Reproductive 
Health 2 (2005): pg 2. PMC. Web. Accessed 25 
Sept. 2016. 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC
1215519/. 
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CHN China 1957 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

10,25 1957: Abortion procedure 
free of restrictions due to 
age, number of children, and 
approval. Only 1 
procedure/year and within 
the first 10 weeks. 

“China.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

CHN China 1995 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

8 1995: Permitted upon 
request. Sex selection 
abortions prohibited. 

Law of the People's Republic of China on 
Maternal and Infant Health Care, China Code § 
18-19, 32, 36-37 (1995). "China’s Abortion 
Provisions." Center for Reproductive Rights. 
2016. Web. Accessed 17 August 2016. 

HKG Hong 
Kong 
SAR, 
China 

2007 1 1,2,3,4,5 19 2007: Permitted in cases 
where there is a risk to 
mother’s life/ physical and 
mental health or risk of 
foetal impairment. Woman’s 
environment (present/near 
future) taken into account 
when determining the 
pregnancy’s risk to her 
health. Age and instances of 
rape/incest presumed to be a 
risk to the woman’s health. 

Offences Against the Person Ordinance, Hong 
Kong Code § 47A (2007). 

MAC Macao 
SAR, 
China 

. . . .     

COL Colombi
a 

1936 0 1 . 1936: Under Penal Code, 
abortions may only be 
performed in order to save a 
woman’s life. 

“Colombia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. 

COL Colombi
a 

2006 1 1,2,3,4,5 . 2006: Permitted (through 
court case) in cases of threat 
to woman’s life or health, of 
risk of foetal impairment, 
and in case of rape/incest. 

“Unintended Pregnancy and Induced Abortion 
in Colombia.” Guttmacher Institute. Last 
modified October 2013. Web. Accessed 21 July 
2016. 
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COM Comoros 1982 1 1,2,3 . 1982: Permitted for “serious 
medical reasons attested to 
by at least two physicians.” 

“Comoros.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

ZAR Congo, 
Dem. 
Rep. 

1867 0 1 . 1810: Not permitted, but 
general criminal law allows 
abortion in cases to save the 
mother’s life. Reports 
suggest that procedure can 
be done to save the health of 
the mother as well. 

“Congo.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

COG Congo, 
Rep. 

1810 0 1 . 1867: Not permitted, but 
general criminal law allows 
abortion in cases to save the 
mother’s life. 

“Democratic Republic of the Congo.” The 
Population Policy Data Bank maintained by the 
Population Division of the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs of the United 
Nations Secretariat.  

CRI Costa 
Rica 

1970 1 1,2 . 1970: Permitted in cases 
where there is a risk to 
mother’s life, health. (Does 
not specify mental or 
physical.) 

“Costa Rica.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

CIV Cote 
d'Ivoire 

1981 0 1 . 1981: Permitted only in 
cases to save a woman’s life. 

“Cote d’Ivoire.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat.  

HRV Croatia 1969 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

. 1969: No longer needed 
committee approval for 
abortions within the first 10 
weeks of pregnancy. 

“Croatia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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HRV Croatia 1978 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

10 1978: Abortion was allowed 
upon request in the first 10 
weeks of pregnancy. 
Parental/guardian consent 
required if girl in under the 
age of 16. After 10 weeks, 
abortion procedure must be 
approved by a committee in 
cases of life/health risk, risk 
of foetal impairment, in 
cases of rape or incest. 

“Croatia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

CUB Cuba 1870 0 1 . 1870: Permitted only to save 
the mother’s life 

“Cuba.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

CUB Cuba 1936 1 1,2,3,4,5 13 1936: Permitted in cases to 
save the life, health of 
mother, in cases of rape, or 
in cases of foetal 
impairment. 

“Cuba.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

CUB Cuba 1965 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

16 1965: Permitted upon 
request up to the 10th week 
of pregnancy. Parental 
authorization required if 
abortion performed after the 
5th week. 

“Cuba.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

CUW Curacao . . . .     
CYP Cyprus 1974 1 1,2,3 . 1974: Replaced law that 

allowed abortions only on 
therapeutic grounds 

“Cyprus.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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CYP Cyprus 1986 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6 

. 1986: Permitted in cases that 
are a risk to woman’s life, 
physical/mental health of her 
or to her existing children, 
risk of foetal impairment, 
and in cases of rape or those 
which “seriously jeopardize 
the social status of the 
woman or her family.” 
Socio-economic reasons 
generally interpreted as 
being lawful. 

“Cyprus.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

CZE Czech 
Republic 

1950 1 1,2,3,5 . 1950: Permitted in cases of 
life/health risk, or in cases of 
foetal defect.  

“Czech Republic.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat. 

CZE Czech 
Republic 

1957 1 1,2,3,5 15 1957: Also permitted for 
medical reasons or “other 
important reasons”. 
Committee approval needed.  

“Czech Republic.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat. 

CZE Czech 
Republic 

1983 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6 

2 1983: Also permitted in 
cases of rape/other crime, 
various social or financial 
reasons. Allowed up to the 
12th week of pregnancy, 
except in instances of foetal 
impairment or risk to life of 
woman. Certain medical 
conditions were also 
grounds for later abortions. 
May not be granted 
permission if woman had 
undergone an abortion in the 
past year. 

“Czech Republic.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat. 
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CZE Czech 
Republic 

1986 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

. 1986: Abolished the 
committee except in cases 
over 12 week limit. Parental 
consent required. 

“Czech Republic.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat. 

DNK Denmark 1849 1 1,2 . 1849: Only in serious cases 
of risk to woman’s life or 
health. 

“Denmark.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

DNK Denmark 1937 1 1,2,3,4,5 . 1937: Permitted in cases of 
threat to life/health, or in 
cases of rape/incest or foetal 
impairment.  

“Denmark.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

DNK Denmark 1970 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6 

15 1970: Approved abortions 
under various social 
reasoning. Committee 
approval needed.  

“Denmark.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

DNK Denmark 1973 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2, 16 1973: Abortions available 
upon request in the first 12 
weeks of pregnancy. 
Committee needed to 
approve abortions after the 
12 week limit. Parental 
approval needed. 

“Denmark.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

DJI Djibouti 1977 0 1 . 1977: Permitted only to save 
the mother’s life.  

“Djibouti.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

DJI Djibouti 1994 1 1,2,3 . 1994: Permitted for 
“therapeutic reasons” 
(Vague). 

“Djibouti.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

DMA Dominic
a 

1873 0 1 . 1873: Permitted only in 
cases to save the life of the 
mother. 

“Dominica.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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DOM Dominic
an 
Republic 

1948 0 1 . 1948: Not permitted, but 
general criminal legislation 
allows performance of 
abortion in cases to save the 
mother’s life. 

“Dominican Republic.” The Population Policy 
Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  

ECU Ecuador 1977 1 1,2,4 18 1977: Prohibit abortion 
except in cases to save the 
woman’s life or health, or in 
cases of rape of a mentally 
disabled woman. 

“Ecuador.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

EGY Egypt, 
Arab 
Rep. 

1937 0 1 . 1937: Prohibited except in 
cases to save the life of the 
woman 

“Egypt.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

SLV El 
Salvador 

1956 0 1 . 1956: Not permitted, but 
general criminal legislation 
allows performance of 
abortion in cases to save the 
mother’s life. 

“El Salvador.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

SLV El 
Salvador 

1973 1 1,4,5 . 1973: Permitted in cases to 
save the life of the mother, 
in cases of rape, or in cases 
of foetal impairment. 

“El Salvador.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

SLV El 
Salvador 

1997 0   . 1997: Not permitted in any 
case. 

“El Salvador.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

GNQ Equatori
al Guinea 

1845 0 1 . 1845: Permitted only in 
cases to save the life of the 
mother. 

“Equatorial Guinea.” The Population Policy 
Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  

GNQ Equatori
al Guinea 

1991 1 1,2,3 . 1991: Permitted to save the 
life, health of the mother. 

“Equatorial Guinea.” The Population Policy 
Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  
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ERI Eritrea 1957 1 1,2,3 . 1957: Permitted in cases to 
save the life, health of the 
mother. 

“Eritrea.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. 

EST Estonia 1936 1 1,2,5 . 1936: Abortion permitted 
only in cases of severe threat 
to life, health, or risk of 
serious disease inheritance 

“Eritrea.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. 

EST Estonia 1955 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 1955: Abortions could be 
performed freely during the 
first 12 weeks of pregnancy. 
After 12 weeks in the case of 
serious threat to life, health 
of mother 

“Estonia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

EST Estonia 1998 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

3,19,26 1998: Permitted upon 
request in the first 11 weeks 
of pregnancy. Between 11-
21 weeks, the abortion 
procedure is permitted in 
cases of health/life risk of 
mother, risk of foetal 
impairment, or if the woman 
is outside of the ages of 15-
45. Counseling needed.  

Abortion and Sterilization Act, Estonia Code 
(2008). Harvard School of Public Health. Web. 
Accessed 1 July 2016. 

ETH Ethiopia 1957 1 1,2,3 27 1957: Permitted only in 
cases to save the woman 
from “grave and permanent 
danger to life or health”.  
Consideration of 
circumstances of socio-
economic character or 
circumstances surrounding 
the pregnancy’s inception 
(rape/incest) taken into 
account.  

“Ethiopia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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ETH Ethiopia 2004 1 1,2,3,4,5 27 2004: Permitted in cases of 
risk to mother or child’s 
life/health, pregnancy as a 
result of rape/incest, foetal 
impairment, woman is 
“physically as well as 
mentally unfit to bring up 
the child.” Economic status 
of woman taken into 
account. “Within the period 
permitted by the profession”, 
except in cases of “grave 
and imminent danger”. 

Proclamation No. 414, Federal Democratic 
Republic of Ethiopia Criminal Code § 2.545-552 
(2004). World’s Abortion Laws 2016. Center for 
Reproductive Rights. 

FRO Faeroe 
Islands 

. . . .     

FJI Fiji 1976 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6 

16 1976: Permitted in cases to 
preserve the life, 
physical/mental health of the 
woman. Also permitted in 
cases of rape/incest, foetal 
impairment, and economic 
duress. Parental consent 
required. 

“Fiji.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

FIN Finland 1950 1 1,2,3,4 19 1950: Permitted on grounds 
to save a mother’s life, 
preserve health of woman, 
and in cases of acts against a 
woman’s will that resulted in 
pregnancy. Also permitted if 
woman was under the age of 
16. 

“Finland.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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FIN Finland 1970 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6 

19 1970: Permitted in cases of 
risk to life/health, 
economic/social conditions, 
rape/incest, if the woman 
was outside of 17-40 years 
old (If over 40, also had 4 
children currently.), and in 
cases of foetal impairment 
risk. Must be performed 
within 12 weeks of 
pregnancy except in cases of 
risk to life/physical health of 
woman or under special 
circumstances. 

“Finland.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

FRA France 1975 1 1,2,3 10 1975: allowed before the 
10th week of pregnancy in 
“situations of distress” 

Voluntary Interruption of Pregnancy Act, 
Conseil Constitutionnel § 74-75 (1975). 
http://www.conseil-constitutionnel.fr/conseil-
constitutionnel/root/bank_mm/anglais/a7454dc.
pdf 

FRA France 2001 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2,3 2001: extended legal 
abortion period from 10 to 
12 weeks 

Voluntary Interruption of Prgnancy (Abortion) 
and Contraception Act, Conseil Constitutionnel 
(2001). http://www.conseil-
constitutionnel.fr/conseil-
constitutionnel/root/bank_mm/anglais/a2001446
dc.pdf 

PYF French 
Polynesi
a 

2001 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,8 

2,3  2001: French abortion law 
extended to French 
Polynesia: legal abortion up 
to 12 weeks. Dr. allowed to 
refuse to complete procedure 
(pg. 4, Section 18). 

Voluntary Interruption of Prgnancy (Abortion) 
and Contraception Act, Conseil Constitutionnel 
(2001). http://www.conseil-
constitutionnel.fr/conseil-
constitutionnel/root/bank_mm/anglais/a2001446
dc.pdf 

GAB Gabon . . . .     
GMB Gambia, 

The 
1934 0 1 . 1934: Not permitted, but 

general criminal legislation 
allows performance of 
abortion in cases to save the 

“Gambia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  



 22 

mother’s life. 

GMB Gambia, 
The 

1938 1 1,2,3 . 1938, following Rex v. 
Bourne: Permitted to save 
the life, mental/physical 
health of woman. 

“Gambia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

GEO Georgia 1936 1 1,2,3,5 . 1936: Abortion permitted 
only in cases of severe threat 
to life, health, or risk of 
serious disease inheritance 

“Georgia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

GEO Georgia 1955 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

. 1955: Abortions could be 
performed freely during the 
first 12 weeks of pregnancy. 
After 12 weeks in the case of 
serious threat to life, health 
of mother 

“Georgia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

GEO Georgia 1987 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

. 1987: abortions allowed on-
demand for variety of non-
health reasons through the 
28th week (socio-economic, 
rape) and allowed other 
reasons to be approved by a 
committee.  

“Georgia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

DEU Germany 1992 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2,3 1992 first permitted 
abortions up to 12 weeks 
after conception 

Judgment of 28 May 1993, Germany Federal 
Constitutional Court § 2.90 (1993). 
http://www.bverfg.de/entscheidungen/fs199305
28_2bvf000290en.html 

GHA Ghana 1960 1 1,2 . 1960: Permitted to provide 
medical or surgical 
treatment 

“Ghana.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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GHA Ghana 1985 1 1,2,3,4,5 . 1985: Permitted in cases to 
save the life, mental/physical 
health of woman, in risk of 
foetal development, and in 
cases of rape/incest. 

“Ghana.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

GRC Greece 1950 1 1,2,4 19 1950: Permitted only in 
cases to save the woman’s 
life, to save her health from 
“serious and lasting injury”, 
in cases of rape/incest, or if 
girl is under the age of 15.  

“Greece.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

GRC Greece 1978 1 1,2,3,4,5   1978: Permitted for cases 
above, and for foetal 
impairment in the first 20 
weeks of pregnancy, or for 
risk of mental health to 
mother, but only in the first 
12 weeks. 

“Greece.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

GRC Greece 1986 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2,16 1986: Permitted upon 
request during the first 12 
weeks of pregnancy. (If in 
cases of rape/incest: Within 
the first 19 weeks.) (If case 
of foetal abnormality: 
Within the first 24 weeks.)  

“Greece.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

GRL Greenlan
d 

. . . .     

GRD Grenada . 1 1,2,3 . No Year: Permitted only for 
therapeutic reasons.  

“Grenada.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

GUM Guam . . . .     
GTM Guatema

la 
1973 0 1 16,29 1973: Permitted only to save 

the life of the mother. 
“Guatemala.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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GIN Guinea 1810 0 1 . 1810: Permitted only to save 
the life of the mother. 

“Guinea.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

GIN Guinea 1965 1 1,2,3 . 1965: Permitted only to save 
the life or health of the 
mother. 

“Guinea.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

GNB Guinea-
Bissau 

. 0 1 . No Year: Permitted only in 
cases to save the mother’s 
life. Spousal or parental 
consent required.   

“Guinea-Bissau.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat.  

GUY Guyana 1995 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

3,24 1995: Available upon 
request within the first 8 
weeks. Counseling needed. 

“Guyana.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

HTI Haiti 1810 0 1 . 1810: Permitted only in 
cases to save the woman’s 
life. (In practice, performed 
to save health or in cases of 
rape/foetal impairment.) 

“Haiti.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

HND Hondura
s 

1906 0   . 1906: Not permitted “Honduras.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

HND Hondura
s 

1964 1 1,2,3 . 1964: Permitted only in 
therapeutic cases. 

“Honduras.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

HND Hondura
s 

1997 0   . 1997: Not permitted “Sexual and Reproductive Health of Young 
Woman in Honduras.” Gutmacher Institute. July 
2014. Web. Accessed 23 July 2016. 

HUN Hungary 1953 1 1,2,3,4,6,
7 

2,31 1953: family/social grounds, 
and committee for approving 
abortions on medical 
grounds. First 12 weeks. 

“Hungary.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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HUN Hungary 1956 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2,31 1956: Required committee 
to approve on medical, 
personal, social grounds “if 
woman insisted.” 

“Hungary.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

HUN Hungary 1992 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2,3 1992: abortion permitted if 
woman was in a “situation 
of crisis”. Counseling 
needed. Later abortions 
permitted for health reasons, 
foetal defect, result of crime, 
pregnancy was not realized 
due to medical error, or 
clerical error. 

“Hungary.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

ISL Iceland 1975 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6 

20, 16 1975: Permitted under social 
reasons, in cases of risk to 
mental/physical health of 
mother or foetal impairment, 
in cases of rape/incest. 
“Preferably” carried out 
before the 12th week of 
pregnancy, but not after the 
16th week except in special 
cases. Parental/guardian 
consent needed for girls 
underage. 

“Iceland.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

IND India 1860 0 1 . 1860: Permitted only in 
cases of risk to life of 
mother 

“India.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

IND India 1971 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6 

8,13,16 1971: Permitted in cases of 
risk to life, mental/physical 
health of mother, risk of 
foetal impairment. Socio-
economic factors taken into 
account. Rape considered 
risk to mental health. 
Parental consent needed. Sex 

“India.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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selection abortion illegal 
(separate law). 

IDN Indonesi
a 

1918 0 1 . 1918: Not permitted under 
any circumstances 

“Abortion Law Indonesia.” Woman on Waves. 
Web. Accessed 2 July 2016. 
https://www.womenonwaves.org/en/page/4874/
abortion-law-indonesia 

IDN Indonesi
a 

1992 1 1,4,5 6 1992: Permitted in “the case 
of emergency and with the 
purpose of saving the life of 
a pregnant woman or her 
fetus.” Permissible in cases 
of rape. Consent of husband 
or family or woman. 

“Abortion Law Indonesia.” Woman on Waves. 
Web. Accessed 2 July 2016. 
https://www.womenonwaves.org/en/page/4874/
abortion-law-indonesia 

IRN Iran, 
Islamic 
Rep. 

1976 1 6 16 1976: Permissible under 
socio-economic grounds in 
the first 12 weeks. 
Permission from the parents 
needed. (If unmarried, 
woman could consent to 
abortion on her own.) 

“Iran.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

IRN Iran, 
Islamic 
Rep. 

1979 1 1,5 . 1979: Permitted only to save 
the life of the mother or in 
cases of foetal impairment 

“Iran.” World’s Abortion Laws 2016. Center for 
Reproductive Rights. Web. Accessed 7 July 
2016. 

IRQ Iraq . . . .     
IRL Ireland 1861 0 . . 1861: Abortion became 

completely illegal 
“Ireland.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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IRL Ireland 1992 0 1 .  1992 Case found exception 
for 1988/90 Court decision 
that banned trips to England 
for abortions. 

“Ireland.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

IRL Ireland 2013 1 1 . 2013: Abortions permitted in 
cases of “substantial risk” of 
the loss of the woman’s life 
from physical illness. 

Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act, 
Ireland Code( 2013).  

IMY Isle of 
Man 

. . . .     

ISR Israel 1977 1 1,2,3,4,5 31 1977: unlawful abortion not 
criminalized. Permitted in 
cases where the pregnancy 
termination was approved by 
the Committee for 
Interruption of Pregnancies. 
For health of the mother: in 
order to save a life or 
prevent serious irreversible 
harm 

“Israel Reproduction and Abortion: Law and 
Policy.” Law Library of Congress. Library of 
Congress, last modified Feb 2012. Web. 
Accessed 15 August 2016. 
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/il-reproduction-
and-abortion/israel-reproduction-and-
abortion.pdf 

ITA Italy 1978 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

3,7,16 1978: permitted abortions in 
instances of physical/mental 
health risk to woman, for 
rape, for economic, social, 
or familial reasons, or foetal 
irregularities. 

Legge 22 Maggio, Italy Code § 4.24 (1978). 
http://www.normattiva.it/uri-
res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:legge:1978-05-22;194 

JAM Jamaica 1864 0 1 . 1864: Permitted only in 
cases to save the mother’s 
life. 

“Jamaica.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

JAM Jamaica 1938 1 1,2,3 29 1938, following Rex v. 
Bourne: Permitted to save 
the life, mental/physical 
health of mother. Spousal 
consent required. 

“Jamaica.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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JPN Japan 1908 0 0 . 1908: Criminal Code 
Prohibits the performance of 
all abortions. 

“Japan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

JPN Japan 1948 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6 

. 1948: Permitted in cases of 
risk of foetal impairment, 
when a relative suffered 
from a hereditary disease, 
when the woman or spouse 
suffered from leprosy, socio-
economic condition could 
cause strain on woman’s 
health, in cases of rape. 
Consent of spouse also 
required. (Virtually available 
on request.) 

“Japan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

JPN Japan 1991 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6 

11 1991: Available only 
through the 22nd week. 

“Japan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

JOR Jordan 1960 0   . 1960: Not permitted “Jordan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

JOR Jordan 1971 1 1,2,3 . 1971: Permitted to save the 
life, health of mother. 

“Jordan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

KAZ Kazakhst
an 

1936 1 1,2,3,5 . 1936: Abortion permitted 
only in cases of severe threat 
to life, health, or risk of 
serious disease inheritance 

“Kazakhstan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

KAZ Kazakhst
an 

1955 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 1955: Abortions could be 
performed freely during the 
first 12 weeks of pregnancy. 
After 12 weeks in the case of 
serious threat to life, health 

“Kazakhstan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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of mother 

KAZ Kazakhst
an 

1987 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

28 1987: abortions allowed on-
demand for variety of non-
health reasons through the 
28th week (socio-economic, 
rape) and allowed other 
reasons to be approved by a 
committee.  

“Kazakhstan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

KEN Kenya 1973 0 1 . 1973: Only permitted in 
cases to save the woman’s 
life. 

“Kenya.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

KEN Kenya 2010 1 1,2,3 . 2010: Permitted only in 
cases to save a woman’s 
health or life. 

“Kenya.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

KIR Kiribati 1965 0 1 . 1965: Only in cases to 
protect the life of the 
mother. 

“Kiribati.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

PRK Korea, 
Dem. 
Rep. 

1950 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

. 1950: Permitted for 
“important reasons”, 
generally accepted to mean 
“on request” 

 “Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.” The 
Population Policy Data Bank maintained by the 
Population Division of the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs of the United 
Nations Secretariat.  

KOR Korea, 
Rep. 

1973 1 1,2,3,4,5 28,29 1973: Permitted in cases of 
“eugenic or hereditary 
mental or physical disease 
specified by Presidential 
Decree”, in cases of 
rape/incest, or risk to 
mother’s health/life. Within 
28 weeks of pregnancy. 
Spousal consent needed. 

“Republic of Korea.” The Population Policy 
Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  
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KSV Kosovo 2009 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

3,8,10,16 2009: Permitted upon 
request up to the 10th week 
of pregnancy. (After 10th 
week, must obtain special 
permission from a 
committee.) Under 16 must 
have consent from a 
parent/guardian. 
Consultation needed. Sex 
selective reasons not 
permitted. 

On the Termination of Pregnancy, Kosovo Code 
§ 3.110 (2009). 

KWT Kuwait 1960 0 1 . 1960: Permitted only in 
cases to save the mother’s 
life. 

“Kuwait.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. 

KWT Kuwait 1984 1 1,2,3,5 16,31 1984: Permitted in cases to 
save life, health of mother or 
in cases of foetal 
impairment. Spousal or 
parental consent required. 
Islamic committee approval 
required. 

“Kuwait.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. 

KGZ Kyrgyz 
Republic 

. . . .     

LAO Lao PDR 1990 0 1 . 1990: Not permitted, but 
general criminal legislation 
allows performance of 
abortion in cases to save the 
mother’s life. 

“Lao People’s Democratic Republic.” The 
Population Policy Data Bank maintained by the 
Population Division of the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs of the United 
Nations Secretariat.  

LVA Latvia 1936 1 1,2,3,5 . 1936: Permitted in cases of 
danger to life, threat to 
mother’s health, or risk of 
foetal disease inheritance.  

“Latvia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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LVA Latvia 1955 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 1955: Abortions could be 
performed freely before the 
end of the 12th week of 
pregnancy. Later abortions 
were acceptable in cases of 
risk to life/health of mother 
or foetal handicap. 

“Latvia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

LVA Latvia 1982 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2,32 1982: Abortions permitted 
for health reasons up to the 
28th week of pregnancy. 

“Latvia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

LVA Latvia 1987 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

14, 15 1987: Abortions permitted 
for certain non-health 
reasons up to the 28th week 
of pregnancy, including 
social reasons, rape. A 
committee could also 
approve an abortion on any 
other grounds. 

“Latvia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

LVA Latvia 2002 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2, 32 2002: Abortions allowed 
upon request up to 12th 
week, and up to 22nd week 
under health or rape 
grounds. Parental/guardian 
consent required.  

Yatsunka-Poff, Olena. "Lativa” Abortion 
Legislation in Europe. The Law Library of 
Congress. Library of Congress. Last modified 
Jan 2015. Web. Accessed 10 August 2016. 
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/abortion-
legislation/europe.php#netherlands 

LBN Lebanon 2002 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 2002: 1-7. Non-health: 
exception 2. Health: 
exception 11 

“Lebanon.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

LSO Lesotho 1975 0 1 . 1975: Permitted only in 
cases of “necessity.” 

“Lesotho.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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LBR Liberia 1975 1 1,2,3,4,5 . 1975: Permitted in cases of 
risk to life, physical/mental 
health of mother, foetal 
impairment, or in cases of 
rape/incest. 

“Liberia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

LBY Libya 1953 0 1 . 1953: Permitted in cases 
only to save the life of the 
mother. 

“Libya.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

LIE Liechten
stein 

1987 1 1,2,3 19 1987: Permitted only in 
cases to save the life/health 
of mother, or if under the 
age of 14 and unmarried. 

“Liechtenstein.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat.  

LTU Lithuania 1955 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 1955: Abortions could be 
performed freely during the 
first 12 weeks of pregnancy. 
After 12 weeks in the case of 
serious threat to life, health 
of mother 

“Lithuania.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

LTU Lithuania 1994 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2,3,16 1994: Permitted upon 
request up to the 12th week 
of pregnancy. Consultation 
needed. Parental consent 
needed if woman is under 
the age of 16. 

“Lithuania.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

LUX Luxembo
urg 

1879 0 1 . 1879: Permitted only in 
cases to save the life of the 
woman. 

“Luxembourg.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat.  

LUX Luxembo
urg 

1978 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6 

2,3,13,16 1978: Permitted in cases of 
risk to life, physical/mental 
health of woman, foetal 
impairment, or in cases of 
rape. Socio-economic 
reasons as well. Consultation 
needed. Parental consent 
needed. Within first 12 

“Luxembourg.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat.  
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weeks. 

LUX Luxembo
urg 

2012 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 2012: Permitted upon 
request within the first 12 
weeks of pregnancy. 

“Luxembourg.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat.  

MKD Macedon
ia, FYR 

1977 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

10,16 1977: Upon request within 
the first 10 weeks. Parental 
consent required if underage. 

“FYR of Macedonia.” The Population Policy 
Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  

MDG Madagas
car 

1998 0 1 . 1998: Permitted only to save 
the life of the mother. 

Code of Medical Ethics, Madagascar Code § 
98.945 (1998).  

MWI Malawi 1930 0 1 . 1930: Permitted only in 
cases to save the woman’s 
life. 

“Malawi.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

MYS Malaysia 1989 1 1,2,3 . 1989: Permitted in cases of 
risk to life, mental/physical 
health of mother. 

“Malaysia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

MDV Maldives . . . .     
MLI Mali 1961 0 1 . 1961: Not permitted, but 

general criminal law 
principles state that an 
abortion can be permitted in 
cases to save the woman’s 
life.  

“Mali.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

MLI Mali 2002 1 1,4 . 2002: Permitted in cases to 
save the life of mother, or in 
cases of rape/incest. 

Reproductive Health Law No. 02-044, Mali 
Code § 3.13 (2002). "World’s Abortion Laws." 
Center for Reproductive Rights. Web.  
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MLT Malta 1981 0 . . 1981: No legal reason for 
permitting abortion. Not 
allowed in cases to save a 
mother’s life. 

“Malta.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. 

MHL Marshall 
Islands 

. . . .     

MRT Mauritan
ia 

1810 0 1 . 1810: Not permitted, but 
criminal principles state that 
an abortion can be 
performed to save the life of 
the pregnant woman. 

“Mauritania.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

MUS Mauritiu
s 

1810 0 1 . 1810: Not permitted, but 
criminal principles state that 
an abortion can be 
performed to save the life of 
the pregnant woman. 

“Mauritus.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

MUS Mauritiu
s 

2012 1 1,2,3,4,5 3,16 2012: Permitted to save the 
life, physical/mental health 
of mother, rape/incest cases, 
and in cases of foetal 
impairment. Parental 
consent required if underage, 
and counseling is needed. 

“The Criminal Code (Amendment) Act, 
Government of the Republic of Maurities § 11 
(2012). 

MEX Mexico 1931 1 1,4   1931: Illegal except in cases 
of “negligence of the 
pregnant woman”, rape, or if 
endangerment to life of 
mother. Must consult the 
opinion of two doctors 
before proceeding, in case of 
life’s endangerment.  

“Mexico.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

MEX Mexico 2007 5 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 2007: DF (Mexico City) 
permitted abortions within 
the first 12 weeks. 

Darabi, Leila. “Despite Being Largely Illegal, 
Abortion in Mexico is Far More Prevalent Than 
in the United States.” Guttmacher Institute. 2 
February 2009. Web. 

FSM Micrones
ia, Fed. 

. . . .     
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Sts. 
MDA Moldova 1955 1 1,2,3,4,5,

6,7 
2 1955: Abortions could be 

performed freely during the 
first 12 weeks of pregnancy. 
After 12 weeks in the case of 
serious threat to life, health 
of mother 

“Moldova.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

MDA Moldova 2010 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2,16 2010: Extended reasons for 
abortion beyond 12 weeks to 
certain cases. If woman is 
under the age of 16, parental 
consent needed. 

  

MCO Monaco 1967 0 1 . 1967: Not permitted, but 
criminal principles state that 
an abortion can be 
performed to save the life of 
the pregnant woman. 

“Monaco.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

MCO Monaco 2009 1 1,2,4,5 16 2009: Permitted in cases to 
save the life, physical health 
of mother, in cases of 
rape/incest, and in cases of 
foetal impairment. Parental 
consent required for those 
underage. 

“Monaco.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

MNG Mongoli
a 

1960 0 1 . 1960: Generally illegal, but 
criminal law principles of 
necessity state that the 
abortion could be performed 
to save the life of the 
mother. 

“Mongolia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

MNG Mongoli
a 

1989 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 1989: Permitted upon 
request in the first 3 months, 
then later due to illness. 

“Mongolia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

MNE Montene
gro 

. . . .     
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MAR Morocco 1967 1 1,2,3 29 1967: Permitted in cases of 
risk to life, physical/mental 
health of mother, with 
consent of spouse. 

“Morocco.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

MOZ Mozambi
que 

1886 0 1 . 1886: Permitted only in 
cases to save the woman’s 
life 

“Mozambique.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat.  

MOZ Mozambi
que 

1981 1 1,2,3 . 1981: Permitted in cases of 
risk to life, physical/mental 
health of mother, and in 
cases of contraceptive 
failure. 

  

MOZ Mozambi
que 

2014 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 2014: Permitted upon 
request in the first 12 weeks 
of pregnancy. Up to 16 
weeks in cases of rape. 

“Abortion Law Mozambique.” Woman on 
Waves. Web. Accessed 3 July 2016.  

MMR Myanma
r 

1861 0 1 . 1861: Permitted only in 
cases to save the mother’s 
life. 

Myanmar Penal Code, Myanmar Government § 
16.312 (1861). 
http://www.burmalibrary.org/docs6/MYANMA
R_PENAL_CODE-corr.1.pdf 

NAM Namibia 1990 1 1,2,3,4 . 1990 (Law inherited from 
1975 South Africa Act): 
Permitted in cases of risk to 
life/physical or mental 
health of mother, foetal 
impairment, in cases of rape 
or incest. 

“Namibia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

NPL Nepal 2002 1 1,2,3,4,5 2,8 2002: Permitted in the first 
12 weeks of pregnancy up to 
18 weeks in cases of 
rape/incest. 

Muluki Ain (Eleventh Amendment), 
Government of Nepal § 2059.28a (2002). Center 
for Reproductive Rights. Web. Accessed 21 July 
2016. 
http://www.reproductiverights.org/node/2756/m
ap_popup#english 
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NLD Netherla
nds 

1981 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

3 1981: Abortion permitted 
upon request. Must receive 
counseling first, and wait six 
days between the counseling 
session and the performance 
of the abortion. 

“Netherlands.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat.  

NCL New 
Caledoni
a 

. . . .     

NZL New 
Zealand 

1977 1 1,2,3,4 3,4,9, 1977: legalized abortion in 
cases of risk to life or 
mental/physical health of 
woman, in cases of incest, or 
in cases of mental illness of 
woman. Sexual violation and 
age will be taken into 
account when determining 
possible physical/mental 
injury, but cannot be 
considered grounds for 
abortion on their own 
standing. 

Crimes Act, New Zealand Parliamentary 
Counsel Office § 187A (1977). 

NZL New 
Zealand 

1978 1 1,2,3,4,5 3,4,9 1978: Legalized abortion in 
cases of risk of foetal 
impairment 

Crimes Act, New Zealand Parliamentary 
Counsel Office § 187A (1977). 
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1961/0
043/latest/DLM329364.html?search=sw_096be8
ed811d4884_abortion_25_se&p=1 

NIC Nicaragu
a 

2007 0   . 2007: Illegal for any reason. Article 641, Nicaragua Penal Code § 2.143-145 
(2007). World’s Abortion Laws 2016. Center for 
Reproductive Rights.  

NIC Niger 2006 1 1,2,3,4 . 2006: Permitted in cases to 
save the life, health of 
mother, and in cases of 
foetal impairment.  

“Niger.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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NER Nigeria 1938 1 1,2,3 . 1938, following Rex v. 
Bourne: permitted in cases 
of risk to life, 
physical/mental health of 
woman. 

“Nigeria.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

NGA Northern 
Mariana 
Islands 

. . . .     

MNP Norway 1964 1 1,2,3 15 1964: Socio-economic 
factors taken into account 
when determining if an 
abortion case was legal  

“Norway.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

NOR Norway 1975 1 1,2,3,6 15 1975: Socio-economic 
grounds legal if approved by 
the board; right to appeal  

“Norway.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

NOR Norway 1978 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2,3,16 1978: abortion permitted on 
request if pregnancy places 
her in “serious difficulties” 
during the first 12 weeks. 
Consultation given. After 12 
weeks: for mental/physical 
health of mother, risk of 
foetal impairment, 
pregnancy from rape/incest, 
mental illness/retardation of 
mother. Parental 
authorization accepted for 
underage. 

“Norway.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

NOR Oman 1974 0 1 . 1974: Permitted only to save 
the life of the mother. 

“Oman.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

OMN Pakistan 1860 0 1 . 1860: Permitted in cases to 
save the woman’s life. 

“Pakistan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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PAK Pakistan 1990 1 1,2,3 . 1990: Permitted in cases to 
save woman’s life, and 
abortions carried out “before 
the unborn child’s organs 
have been formed” 
permitted in cases 
“providing necessary 
treatment” (interpreted to 
mean for health reasons). 

“Pakistan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

PAK Palau . . . .     
PLW Panama . . . .     
PAN Papua 

New 
Guinea 

1899 0 1 . 1899: Only to save the life 
of the pregnant person 

“Papua New Guinea.” The Population Policy 
Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  

PNG Papua 
New 
Guinea 

1974 1 1,2,3 . 1974, following a Justice 
Dept. ruling: “saving the 
life” includes saving the 
physical/mental health of the 
woman. 

“Papua New Guinea.” The Population Policy 
Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  

PNG Paraguay 1997 0 1 . 1997: Permitted to save the 
life of the mother. 

“Paraguay.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

PRY Peru 1924 1 1,2,3 . 1924: Abortion is not 
punishable if performed by a 
physician when it is the only 
way to save the life of the 
mother or prevent 
serious/permanent damage 
to her health. 

“Peru.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

PER Philippin
es 

1930 0 1 . 1930: Permitted only in 
cases to save a woman’s life. 

“Philippines.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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PHL Poland 1932 1 1,2,3,4 2 1932 Penal Code permitted 
abortions in cases of 
endangerment to woman’s 
life or health, or in cases of 
rape/incest. Consent of 2 
doctors needed.  

“Poland.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

POL Poland 1956 1 1,2,3,4,6 2,3 1956: Abortion permitted on 
medical grounds or if due to 
“difficult living conditions”. 
Approval of 2 gynecologists 
and general practitioner, and 
psychologist needed. 
Counseling needed. 

“Poland.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

POL Poland 1993 1 1,2,3,4,5 2,3,16 1993: Abortion permitted in 
cases of foetal defect or 
incurable illness. Limit of 12 
weeks since beginning of 
pregnancy. 

The Family Planning, Human Embryo 
Protection and Conditions of Permissibility of 
Abortion Act, Poland Code (1993). 
Reproductive Rights.org.   

POL Portugal 1984 1 1,2,3,4,5 . 1984: Portuguese Law No. 
6/84 liberalized abortion in 
cases of rape, serious health 
(life/physical/mental) risk, 
or in cases of feotal 
impairment. Medical 
certificate needed; must be 
signed up to 3 days before 
procedure.  

“Portugal.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

PRT Portugal 2007 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

3,10 2007: Fully legalized 
abortions up to 10 weeks 
after counseling and 
reflection period. Doctors 
could decide not to perform 
procedure. 

Rubio-Marín, Ruth. “Abortion in Portugal: New 
Trends in European Constitutionalism.” In 
Abortion Law in Transnational Perspective. 
Edited by Cook et. al. 47-49. Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2014.  

PRT Puerto 
Rico 

. . . .     
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PRI Qatar 1971 0 1   1971: Permitted only in 
cases to save the life of the 
mother. 

“Qatar.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

QAT Qatar 1983 1 1,2,3,5 20,29 1983: Permitted in cases to 
save the life/health of the 
mother, or in cases of foetal 
impairment, with spousal 
consent and occurring within 
4 months. 

“Qatar.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

QAT Romania 1957 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 1957: Permitted upon 
request in the first trimester 

“Romania.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

ROM Romania 1966 1 1,4,5 19,22 1966: Permitted in cases of 
risk to life, risk of foetal 
impairment, in cases of 
rape/incest, if woman was 
45 or older, or if the woman 
had 4 or more children 
already.  

“Romania.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

ROM Romania 1996 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

23 1996: Permitted upon 
request within the first 14 
weeks. 

“Romania.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

ROM Russian 
Federatio
n 

1936 1 1,2,5 . 1936: Abortion permitted 
only in cases of severe threat 
to life, health, or risk of 
serious disease inheritance 

“Russia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

RUS Russian 
Federatio
n 

1955 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 1955: Abortions could be 
performed freely during the 
first 12 weeks of pregnancy. 
After 12 weeks in the case of 
serious threat to life, health 
of mother 

“Russia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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RUS Russian 
Federatio
n 

2011 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2, 22 2011: Upon request within 
12 weeks. Must wait 2 days 
between request and 
procedure. For social 
reasons up to 22nd week. For 
health reasons at any time. 

On the Foundations of the Protections of 
Citizen’s Health in the Russian Federation, 
Russian Federation Code, § 56, 70.3. (2011). 

RUS Rwanda 1970 0 1 . 1970: Permitted only to save 
the life of the woman 

“Rwanda.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

RWA Rwanda 1977 1 1,2 . 1977: Permitted in cases of 
risk to life, health of woman 

“Rwanda.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

RWA Rwanda 2012 1 1,2,4,5 . 2012: Permitted in cases of 
risk to life, health of woman, 
and in cases of rape/incest or 
forced marriage. 

Official Gazette, Rwanda Code § 165 (2012). 
Center for Reproductive Rights. Web. Accessed 
10 July 2016. 

RWA Samoa 1938 1 1,2,3 . 1938, following Rex v. 
Bourne: Permitted to save 
the life of the mother, and to 
keep her from becoming a 
“physical and mental 
wreck.” 

“Samoa.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

WSM San 
Marino 

1974 0 1 . 1974: Not permitted, but 
criminal law principles of 
necessity generally state that 
an abortion may be 
performed to save the life of 
the mother. 

“San Marino.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

SMR Sao 
Tome 
and 
Principe 

1975 0 1 . 1975: Inherited Portuguese 
Law – generally illegal, but 
criminal law principles of 
necessity generally state that 
an abortion may be 
performed to save the life of 
the mother. 

“Sao Tome and Principe.” The Population 
Policy Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  
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STP Saudi 
Arabia 

1989 1 1,2 16,29 1989: Permitted in cases of 
risk to life/health of mother 
if procedure performed 
within first 4 months of 
pregnancy. Must also have 
consent from husband or 
guardian. 

“Saudi Arabia.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat.  

SAU Senegal 1810 0 1 . 1810: Permitted only to save 
the mother’s life. 

“Senegal.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

SEN Serbia . . . .     
SRB Seychell

es 
1981 1 1,2,3,4,5 2,31 1981:Permitted in cases of 

risk to life, physical/mental 
health, and in cases of rape, 
incest, foetal impairment. 
During the first 12 weeks, 
must have approval from 
committee of practitioner, 
gynecologist, and Director 
of Health Services. 

“Seychelles.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

SYC Sierra 
Leone 

1861 0 1 . 1861: Permitted only in 
cases to save the life of the 
woman. 

“Sierra Leone.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat 

SLE Sierra 
Leone 

1938 1 1,2,3 . 1938, follow Rex v. Bourne 
case: Permitted in cases to 
save the life, mental/physical 
health of woman.  

“Sierra Leone.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat 

SLE Singapor
e 

1970 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6 

16,20,31 1970: Permitted on several 
medical, eugenic, juridical, 
and socio-economic 
grounds. Permitted in the 
first 16 weeks of pregnancy, 
24 weeks for medical or 
eugenic grounds. Parental 

“Singapore.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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consent required if under 18. 
Committee approval 
required. 

SGP Singapor
e 

1974 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

30 1974: Permitted upon 
request within the first 24 
weeks of pregnancy 

“Singapore.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

SGP Singapor
e 

1987 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

3,30 1987: Upon request within 
24 weeks, but mandatory 
counseling needed. 

“Singapore.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

SGP Sint 
Maarten 
(Dutch 
part) 

1986 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2, 3     

SXM Slovak 
Republic 

1950 1 1,2,3,4 . 1950: Permitted in cases of 
risk to life/health of mother 
or in cases of foetal 
impairment. 

“Slovakia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

SVK Slovak 
Republic 

1986 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2,3,16 1986: Permitted on upon 
request within first 12 
weeks. Committee needed 
after 12 weeks. Under 16: 
need legal consent of 
guardian. Consultation 
needed. 

“Slovakia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

SVK Slovenia 1977 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

16 1977: Permitted upon 
request within the first 10 
weeks. Parental consent 
needed if woman is 
underage. 

“Slovenia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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SVN Solomon 
Islands 

1963 0 1 16,29 1963. Permitted only in 
cases to save the mother’s 
life. Need spousal consent or 
consent of parents if minor.  

“Solomon Islands.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat.  

SLB Somalia . 0 1 .     
SOM South 

Africa 
1975 1 1,2,3,4,5 17,18 1975: permitted abortions in 

cases of threat to woman’s 
health (life/physical/mental), 
foetal impairment, rape or 
incest or when intercourse 
occurred with “idiot or 
imbecile” (meaning mentally 
disabled person). 

“South Africa.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat.  

ZAF South 
Africa 

1996 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

. 1996: Extended: permitted 
on request up to 12 weeks. 
Permitted up to 20 weeks in 
cases of physical/mental 
injury, foetal impairment, 
rape or incest. After 20 
weeks in cases of life 
endangerment, severe foetal 
impairment, and risk of 
injury to fetus.  

Choice on Termination of Pregnancy Act 1996, 
South Africa Code (Amended 2008). Harvard 
School of Public Health. Web. Accessed 8 July 
2016. 

ZAF South 
Sudan 

1991 1 1,4 7 1991: Permitted to save life, 
and in cases of rape or proof 
that the unborn child is 
already dead. (Within 90 
days) 

“Sudan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

SSD Spain 1985 1 1,2,3,4,5 11,33 1985: Permitted abortions in 
cases of rape (before 12 
weeks), risk to life/health, 
and foetal impairment 
(before 22 weeks). 

“Spain.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

ESP Spain 1991 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6 

. 1991: Permitted on social 
grounds. 

“Spain.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
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the United Nations Secretariat.  

ESP Spain 2010 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 2010: Permitted on request 
after 14 weeks gestation. 
Must wait 3 days after being 
informed of available 
counseling  

“Spain.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

  Sri 
Lanka 

1883 0 1 . 1883: Permitted only in 
cases to save the life of the 
mother. 

“Rwanda.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat 

KNA St. Lucia 1992 1 1,2,3 . 1992: Permitted for medical 
purposes 

“St. Lucia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

LCA St. Lucia 2004 1 1,2,3,4 2 2004: Permitted for medical 
purposes, and in cases of 
rape/incest if under 12 
weeks.  

“St. Lucia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

LCA St. 
Martin 
(French 
part) 

. . . .     

MAF St. 
Vincent 
and the 
Grenadin
es 

1861 0 1 . 1861: Permitted only to save 
life of mother, under general 
criminal code principles. 

“St. Vincent ad the Grenadines.” The Population 
Policy Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  

VCT St. 
Vincent 
and the 
Grenadin
es 

1938 1 1,2,3 . 1938, following Rex. v 
Bourne: Permitted to save 
health of mother. 

“St. Vincent ad the Grenadines.” The Population 
Policy Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  
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VCT St. 
Vincent 
and the 
Grenadin
es 

1988 1 1,2,3,4,5 27 1988: Permitted to save life, 
health, and in cases of 
rape/incest. Environment 
taken into account. 

“St. Vincent ad the Grenadines.” The Population 
Policy Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  

VCT Sudan 1925 0 1   1925: Permitted only to save 
the life of the mother 

“Sudan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

SDN Sudan 1991 1 1,4 7,13 1991: Permitted to save life, 
and in cases of rape or proof 
that the unborn child is 
already dead. (Within 90 
days) 

“Sudan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

SDN Suriname . 0 1 . No Year: To save life of 
mother, under general 
criminal code guidelines. 

“Suriname.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

SUR Swazilan
d 

1968 0 1 . 1968: Permitted in cases of 
“necessity” (generally 
accepted to mean in cases of 
threats to life) 

“Swaziland.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

SWZ Swazilan
d 

2005 1 1,2,3,4,5 . 2005: Permitted in cases of 
threat to life, physical 
mental health, risk of foetal 
impairment, in cases of 
rape/incest. 

“Swaziland Constitution, Swaziland Code 
(2005). Harvard School of Public Health. Web. 
Accesssed 10 July 2016.  

SWZ Sweden 1938 1 1,2,3,4 . 1938: Permitted for health 
reasons, eugenic reasons, in 
cases of rape/incest, and in 
cases of “frailty of the 
mother”. Could occur at any 
time with approval by 2 
doctors. On other grounds: 
with approval of a board and 
within the first 20 weeks.  

“Sweden.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. 
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SWE Sweden 1946 1 1,2,3,4 . 1946: medical-social 
hardship widened to 
consider living conditions in 
abortions performed under 
physical/mental strength of 
mother. Consultation 
needed.  

“Sweden.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. 

SWE Sweden 1963 1 1,2,3,4,5 . 1963: Abortion under 
grounds of risk of foetal 
impairment approved. 

“Sweden.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. 

SWE Sweden 1974 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

21 1974: Abortions permitted 
upon request within the first 
18 weeks. Consultation 
needed for abortions 
between 12-18 weeks. Free! 
After 18 weeks, must have 
board’s approval. In cases of 
serious threat to life/health, 
permitted at any time. 

“Sweden.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. 

SWE Switzerla
nd 

1937 1 1,2 . 1937: May only be 
performed under serious risk 
to life/health. Interpretation 
was broadened over the 
years. 

“Switzerland.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat.  

CHE Switzerla
nd 

2002 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

10 2002: Abortions permitted in 
cases where the woman is in 
distress, if carried out within 
the first 12 weeks of 
pregnancy. Consultation 
needed. 

Swiss Criminal Code, Switzerland Code § 
199.1-2 (Amended 2015). 
https://www.admin.ch/opc/en/classified-
compilation/19370083/201501010000/311.0.pdf 

CHE Syrian 
Arab 
Republic 

1949 0 1 16,29 1949: Permitted in cases to 
save the life of the mother. 
Spousal or parental consent 
required.  

“Syrian Arab Republic.” The Population Policy 
Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  
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SYR Tajikista
n 

1936 1 1,2,3,4 . 1936: Abortion permitted 
only in cases of severe threat 
to life, health, or risk of 
serious disease inheritance 

“Tajikistan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

TJK Tajikista
n 

1987 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

. 1987: abortions allowed on-
demand for variety of non-
health reasons through the 
28th week (socio-economic, 
rape) and allowed other 
reasons to be approved by a 
committee 

“Tajikistan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

TJK Tanzania 1929 0 1 . 1929: Permitted only in 
cases to save the life of the 
mother.  

“United Republic of Tanzania.” The Population 
Policy Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  

TZA Tanzania 1938 1 1,2,3 . 1938, following Rex v. 
Bourne: Permitted also in 
cases to save the mother 
from becoming a “physical 
and mental wreck”. 

“United Republic of Tanzania.” The Population 
Policy Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  

TZA Thailand 1956 1 1,2,3,4 . 1956: Permitted only in 
cases to save the woman’s 
health/life or in cases where 
the pregnancy is caused by a 
criminal offence.  

“Thailand.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

THA Timor-
Leste 

. . . .     

TMP Togo 1810 0 1 . 1810: permitted only to save 
life of mother. 

“Togo.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

TGO Togo 2007 1 1,2,3,4,5 . 2007: Permitted in cases of 
risk to life, health, in cases 
of rape/incest/foetal 
impairment 

Law 2007-005: On Reproductive Health, Togo 
Code (2007). Harvard School of Public Health. 
Web. Accessed 11 July 2016.  
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TGO Tonga . 0 1 . No Year: Under Criminal 
Offenses Act, permitted in 
cases of saving the life of 
mother. 

“Togo.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

TON Trinidad 
and 
Tobago 

1925 0 1 . 1925: Permitted in the case 
to save the life of the 
mother. 

“Trinidad & Tobago.” The Population Policy 
Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  

TTO Trinidad 
and 
Tobago 

1938 1 1,2,3 . 1938: Permitted to save life, 
physical/mental health.  

“Trinidad & Tobago.” The Population Policy 
Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  

TTO Tunisia 1913 0 1 . 1913: Permitted only in 
cases to save the life of the 
woman 

“Tunisia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

TUN Tunisia 1965 1 1,2,3 2,22 1965: Permitted in cases 
where the pregnancy posed a 
danger to the health of the 
pregnant woman. Woman 
must have 5 living children 
and perform abortion within 
the first 3 months of 
pregnancy. 

“Tunisia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

TUN Tunisia 1973 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 1973: Upon request in the 
first 3 months, then in cases 
where there is a risk to the 
mental/physical health of the 
woman or in cases of risk of 
feotal impairment.  

“Tunisia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

TUN Turkey 1936 1 1,2,3,4 . 1936: Permitted only in 
cases to save the life or 
health of the woman or in 
cases of foetal impairment. 

“Turkey.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  
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TUR Turkey 1983 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

10,16,29 1983: Permitted upon 
request in the first 10 weeks 
of pregnancy. After, to 
preserve the life/health of 
the woman and foetal 
impairment. Parental 
consent needed if minor. If 
married, spousal consent 
needed. 

“Turkey.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

TUR Turkmen
istan 

1936 1 1,2,3,4 . 1936: Abortion permitted 
only in cases of severe threat 
to life, health, or risk of 
serious disease inheritance 

“Turkmenistan.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat.  

TKM Turkmen
istan 

1987 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

28 1987: abortions allowed on-
demand for variety of non-
health reasons through the 
28th week (socio-economic, 
rape) and allowed other 
reasons to be approved by a 
committee 

“Turkmenistan.” The Population Policy Data 
Bank maintained by the Population Division of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat.  

TKM Turks 
and 
Caicos 
Islands 

. . . .     

TCA Tuvalu 1865 0 1 . 1865: Permitted in case to 
save life of mother. 

“Tuvalu.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

TUV Uganda 1950 0 1 . 1950: Permitted only in 
cases to save the life of the 
woman 

“Uganda.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

UGA Uganda 1995 1 1,2,3 . 1995: Permitted only in 
cases to save the life of the 
woman, or mental/physical 
health 

Constitution of the Republic of Uganda, Uganda 
Code § 22.2 (1995). World’s Abortion Laws. 
Center for Reproductive Rights. Web. Accessed 
5 July 2016. 
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UGA Ukraine 1936 1 1,2,5 . 1936: Abortion permitted 
only in cases of severe threat 
to life, health, or risk of 
serious disease inheritance 

“Ukrine.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

UKR Ukraine 1955 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 1987: abortions allowed on-
demand for variety of non-
health reasons through the 
28th week (socio-economic, 
rape) and allowed other 
reasons to be approved by a 
committee 

“Ukrine.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

UKR Ukraine 2006 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2, 22 2006: Abortions under 
specific causes (threats to 
mother’s life/health, outside 
of the ages of 15-45, or if the 
pregnancy was caused by 
rape) permitted to occur 
within 24 weeks of start of 
pregnancy 

Yatsunska-Poff, Olena. “Abortion Legislation in 
Europe” The Law Library of Congress. Library 
of Congress. Web. Accessed 5 July 2016. 

UKR United 
Arab 
Emirates 

1975 0 1 16,29 1975: Permitted only in 
cases to save the life of the 
mother. Need parental or 
spousal consent. 

“United Arab Emirates.” The Population Policy 
Data Bank maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  

ARE United 
Kingdom 

1967 1 1,2,3,5,6 11 1967: Permitted in cases of 
health (physical, mental) risk 
to woman or existing 
children in her family, or in 
cases of risk of foetal 
impairment if pregnancy has 
not exceed 24 weeks.  

Abortion Act 1967, United Kingdom Code § 
87.27 (1967). 
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GBR United 
States 

1973 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2 1973: Roe v. Wade Supreme 
Court case ruled that law 
permitting abortion only in 
cases of saving the mother’s 
life (without taking into 
account her pregnancy 
stage) were unconstitutional. 
Within the first trimester, the 
decision to abort is left to the 
woman’s physician. 2nd and 
3rd trimesters may be 
regulated. 

“Roe v. Wade. 410 U.S. 113 (1973).” U.S. 
Supreme Court Ruling. JUSTIA. Web. Accessed 
3 October 2016.  

USA Uruguay 1933 1 1,2,3,4,6 2 1933: Permitted only in 
cases to save the life/health 
of the woman, in cases of 
rape or save the “honor of 
the woman or in cases of 
economic hardship” within 
the first 3 months.  

“Uruguay.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

URY Uruguay 2012 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

2,16 2012: Permitted upon 
request within the first 12 
weeks. Consultation needed. 
Parental authorization 
needed. 

Law Nº 18.987, Voluntary Interruption of 
Pregnancy, Establishing Rules, Uruguay Code 
(2012). World’s Abortion Laws. Center for 
Reproductive Rights. Web. Accessed July 5, 
2016.  

URY Uzbekist
an 

1936 1 1,2,3,4 . 1936: Abortion permitted 
only in cases of severe threat 
to life, health, or risk of 
serious disease inheritance 

“Uzbekistan.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

UZB Uzbekist
an 

1987 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

28 1987: abortions allowed on-
demand for variety of non-
health reasons through the 
28th week (socio-economic, 
rape) and allowed other 
reasons to be approved by a 
committee 
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UZB Vanuatu 1981 1 1,2,3 . 1981: Permitted in cases for 
“good medical reasons.” 

“Vanuatu.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

VUT Venezuel
a, RB 

1964 0 1 . 1964: Permitted only to save 
the life of the woman. 

“Venezuela.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. 

VEN Vietnam 1975 1 1,2,3,4,5,
6,7 

. 1975: Available upon 
request. 

“Vietnam.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat. ( 

VNM Virgin 
Islands 
(U.S.) 

. . . .     

VIR West 
Bank and 
Gaza 

. . . .     

WBG Yemen, 
Rep. 

1990 0 1 . 1990: Permitted in cases of 
saving the life of the mother 

“Yemen.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

YEM Zambia 1972 1 1,2,3,4 . 1972: Permitted in cases of 
risk to life, health of mother, 
in cases of foetal 
impairment. Take into 
account environment. 

“Zambia.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

ZMB Zimbabw
e 

1977 1 1,2,4,5 . 1977: Permitted in cases of 
risk to life or risk to life or 
physical health of woman, in 
cases of rape/incest, or if 
there is a severe risk of 
foetal handicap. 

“Zimbabwe.” The Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat.  

  



 55 

Legend for Abortion Data 
 
Name Format Description 
Country Code [3-digit variable] Code of the country according to the ISO A3 international classification 
Country Name [string variable] Name of the country   
Year of Abortion Law [year] When a law on abortion passed    
Dummy for Abortion 0 not legal   
  1 legal   
Reasons to permit abortion 1 Grounds on which abortion is permitted: To save a women’s life  
  2 Grounds on which abortion is permitted: To preserve a woman’s physical health 
  3 Grounds on which abortion is permitted: To preserve a woman’s mental health 
  4 Grounds on which abortion is permitted: In case of rape or incest 
  5 Grounds on which abortion is permitted: Because of foetal impairment 
  6 Grounds on which abortion is permitted: For economic or social reasons 
  7 Grounds on which abortion is permitted: On Request 
Exceptions 1 Federation   
  2 Allowed up to 12 weeks from conception 
  3 Counselling/Consultation needed   
  4 Allowed up to 20 weeks from conception 
  5 Allowed up to 23 weeks from conception 
  6 Abortion allowed without consent of woman (in specific circumstances) 
  7 Allowed up to 90 days from beginning of pregnancy 
  8 Sex selection abortion disallowed 
  9 Abortion permitted in cases of incest, not rape 
  10 Allowed up to 10 weeks from conception 
  11 Allowed up to 22 weeks from conception 
  12 Abortion permitted in cases of rape, not incest 
  13 Allowed up to 26 weeks from conception 
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  14 Approval by committee needed in some cases 
  15 Approval from parent/guardian if underage 
  16 Approval of 3 doctors needed   
  17 Mental disability a factor in permitting abortion 
  18 Age of woman a factor in permitting abortion 
  19 Allowed up to 16 weeks from conception 
  20 Approval by judge needed   
  21 Number of children can be a factor in permitting abortion 
  22 Allowed up to 14 weeks from conception 
  23 Allowed up to 8 weeks from conception 
  24 Only 1 permitted procedure per year per woman 
  25 Allowed up to 11 weeks from conception 
  26 Socio-economic status of woman a factor in permitting abortion 
  27 Allowed up to 28 weeks from conception 
  28 Spousal consent also needed   
  29 Allowed up to 24 weeks from conception 
  30 Approval by committee needed in all cases 
  31 Time limit extended if abortion on health grounds.  
  32 Allowed up to 12 weeks from conception under rape grounds  
  . No exceptions   
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Prostitution Data 
 
Country 
Code 

Country 
Name 

Year of 
Prostitut
ion Law 

Dummy for 
Prostitution 

Prostitut
ion 

Dummy 
for 
Brothels 

Dummy 
for 
Pimping  

Exceptio
ns 

Notes Legal Sources 

AFG Afghanis
tan 

. . . 0 0 .     

ALB Albania 1995 0 1 0 0 . 1995: 
“Prostitution is 
punishable” 
(Article 113.) 
Illegal to induce, 
mediate or gain 
from prostitution 
(Article 114). 

“Article 113-114.” Criminal 
Code, Republic of Albania 
Code § 113-114 (1995).  
World Intellectual Property 
Organization. United Nations. 
Web. Accessed 4 August 
2016. 

DZA Algeria 2006 0 1 0 0 . 2006: Prostitution 
of minors illegal – 
Article 342 

Penal Code, Government of 
Algeria Code § 342 (2006).  

ASM America
n Samoa 

. . . . . .     

ADO Andorra 2005 0 1 0 0 . 2005: Managing 
or financing 
prostitution 
establishment, 
promoting, 
facilitating, or 
encouraging 
prostitution illegal 
(Article 151). 
Pimping illegal 
(Article 152). 
“When the guilty 
of the offences 
listed in this 
chapter would get 
an economic 
benefit, besides 

Nouveau Code Penal. 
Government of Andorra Code 
§ 262 (2005). United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime. 
United Nations. Web. 
Accessed 23 September 2016.  
https://www.unodc.org/res/cld/
document/and/2005/penal_cod
e_of_andorra_html/Andorra_C
ode_Penal_Fr.pdf 
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the penalties, a 
fine of up to 
30,000 euros shall 
be imposed.” 
(Article 153). 
Prostitution with 
minors or 
“incompetents” 
illegal. (Article 
154). 

AGO Angola 2006 0 1 0 0 . 2006: Illegal to 
facilitate, profit 
off of, encourage 
or facilitate 
prostitution. 

Anteprojecto de Código Penal, 
Government of Angola Code § 
176. (2006). World Intellectual 
Property Organization. United 
Nations. Web. Accessed 28 
August 2016.  

ATG Antigua 
and 
Barbuda 

. 0 1 0 0 .     

ARG Argentin
a 

1999 1 4 0 0 2 1999: Prostitution 
not illegal, but 
person must be 
over the age of 
18. 
Pimping/procurin
g/promoting/earni
ng money off of 
prostitution is 
illegal. 

Criminal Code of the 
Argentine Nation, Agentina 
Code § 11.179 (1999). 
Institute for International and 
Comparative Law Africa. 
University of Pretoria. Web. 
Accessed 24 July 2016. 

ARM Armenia . 1 4 0 0 .     
ABW Aruba . . . . . .     
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AUS Australia 1992 1 4 0 0 . 1992: Australian 
Capital Territory 
Only - Brothels 
are legal in 
designated areas, 
and must be 
registered with 
the state. 
Procuring illegal. 
Prostitution illegal 
for minors. 

Prostitution Act 1992, 
Legislative Assembly for the 
Australian Capital Territory 
(1992).  
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/le
gis/nsw/consol_act/soa198818
9/ 

AUT Austria 1974 1 4 1 . 4 1974: Prostitution 
is legal, but 
prostitutes must 
be registered, 
undergo health 
exams, and pay 
taxes. Brothels 
must be licensed.  

Criminal Code Republic of 
Austria Code, Austria Code 
(1974). Legistlation Online. 
OSCE.Web.  Accessed 31 
October 2016.  

AZE Azerbaij
an 

2000 0 1 0 0 . 2000: Maintaining 
a brothel house 
illegal. Pimping 
illegal.  

Criminal Code of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan, Government of 
AzerbaijanCode § 243-244 
(2000). Legislation Online. 
OSCE. Web. Accessed 10 
September 2016.  

BMS Bahamas
, The 

2001 0 1 0 0 . 2001: Illegal to 
“loiter or wander” 
for the purpose of 
prostitution. 
(Article 212). 
Brothels/using 
any part of a 
house for 
prostitution 
illegal. (Article 
137/42). Pimping 
illegal (43). 

Penal Code. Government of 
Bahamas Code § 
42,43,137,212. (2001). 
Bahamas Laws On-Line. 
Government of Bahamas. 
Web. Accessed 7 September 
2016. 
http://laws.bahamas.gov.bs/cm
s/images/LEGISLATION/PRI
NCIPAL/1873/1873-
0015/PenalCode_1.pdf 
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BHR Bahrain 1976 0 1 0 0 . 1976: Illegal to 
prostitute. Illegal 
to run a brothel. 
Illegal to buy acts 
of prostitution.  

Penal Code, Government of 
Bahrain Code § Ch.3 (1976). 
UN Office of Drugs and 
Crime. United Nations. Web. 
Accessed 7 September 2016.  

BGD Banglade
sh 

1923 1 4 1 1 2 1923: Illicit 
intercourse of a 
minor (under 18), 
forced or seduced, 
is prohibited. It is 
also illegal to 
import a girl 
under the age of 
21 for the purpose 
of forced or 
seduced 
intercourse. 

Penal Code, Government of 
Bangladesh § 336 (1923). 
http://bdlaws.minlaw.gov.bd/p
df_part.php?id=11 

BRB Barbados 1992 0 2 0 0 . 1992: Illegal to 
live (partially or 
wholly) off of the 
earnings of 
prostitution. 
Illegal to pimp or 
run a brothel. 
Illegal to solicit in 
any place for 
immoral reasons.  

Sexual Offences. Government 
of Barbados Code § 18-19 
(1992). Web. Office of the 
United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights. United Nations. 
Accessed 10 September 2016. 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english
/bodies/hrc/docs/ngos/lgbti2.p
df 

BLR Belarus 1960 0 1 0 0 . 1960: Brothels 
illegal. 
Prostitution of 
minors illegal. 

Criminal Code, Republic of 
Belarus Code § 205,221 
(1960). The Supreme Soviet of 
the BSSR. Web. Accessed 27 
August 2016.  

BEL Belgium 1995 1 4 1 0 . 1995: Prostitution 
legal, but pimping 
illegal. Brothels 
legal if the 
prostitutes do not 

"A Summary of the 
Prostitution Regulations in the 
EU Member States.” European 
Parliament. Web. Accessed 22 
July 2016. 
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make “abnormal 
profits” 

BLZ Belize 2000 0 6 0 0 . 2000: Brothel 
ownership, 
pimping illegal. 

Criminal Code, Belize Code 
(2000). Belize Legal 
Information Network. 
Accessed 31 October 2016. 
http://www.belizelaw.org/web/
lawadmin/index2.html 

BEN Benin . 0 3 0 0 2     
BMU Bermuda . . . . . .     
BTN Bhutan 2004 0 1 0 0 . 2004: Prostitution 

and being a patron 
of prostitution is 
illegal 
(misdemeanor). 

Penal Code of Bhutan. 
Government of Bhutan Code § 
Ch.26 (2004). Organisation 
for Economic and Co-
Operative Development.eb.  
Accessed 7 September 2016. 
https://www.oecd.org/site/adb
oecdanti-
corruptioninitiative/46814108.
pdf 

BOL Bolivia 1972 1 4 0 0 2 1972: Prostitution 
legal. Brothels 
and pimping 
illegal 

Penal Code, Government of 
Bolivia Code (1972).  

BIH Bosnia 
and 
Herzego
vina 

2014 0 2 0 0 . 2014: The selling 
of prostitution 
(for financial or 
other benefits) 
results in a fine. 
Fine for 
renting/providing 
a place for 
prostitution. 
(With the aid of 

Penal Code, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina Code § 187. 
Legistlation Online. OSCE. 
Web. Accessed 10 September 
2016.; Law on Public Peace 
and Security, Government of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina § 19 
(2014). European Centre for 
Press and Media Freedom. 
Web. Accessed 10 September 
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Google Translate: 
Bosnian to 
English); 2015: 
Pimping 
(managing others 
or benefiting off 
of another’s 
prostitution) 
illegal. 

2016.  

BWA Botswan
a 

1964 0 2 0 0 . 1964: Illegal to 
solicit publically, 
to use a premise 
for the purpose of 
prostitution, live 
off of the earnings 
of prostitution, 
pimp, own/use a 
brothel.  

Penal Code, Government of 
Botswana Code § 155-158 
(1964). WIPO. Web. Accessed 
7 September 2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/lex
docs/laws/en/bw/bw012en.pdf 

BRA Brazil 2009 1 4 0 0 2 2009: Prostitution 
legal 

Law 12015, Brazilian Civil 
House (2009).  

BRN Brunei 
Darussal
am 

1999 0 1 0 0 . 1999: Soliciting 
or loitering for 
prostitution 
illegal. 

Penal Code. Government of 
Brunei Code § 294A (1997). 
UN Office on Drugs and 
Crime. United Nations.Web.  
Accessed 7 September 2016. 
https://www.unodc.org/tldb/pd
f/Brunei_Penal_Code_1951_F
ull_text.pdf 

BGR Bulgaria . . 6 3 3 .     
BFA Burkina 

Faso 
1996 1 4 1 0 . 1996: Prostitution 

is not illegal, but 
pimping and 
soliciting are.  

Penal Code, Government of 
Burkina Faso Code § 9 (1996). 

BDI Burundi 2009 0 1 0 0 . 2009: Prostitution 
is illegal. 

Penal Code, Government of 
Burundi § Section 1 (2009). 
World Intellectual Property 
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Organization. United Nations. 
Web. Accessed 31 October 
2016. 

KHM Cambodi
a 

2008 0 2 0 0 . 2008: Illegal to 
solicit, 
procure/facilitate 
prostitution or 
earn a profit off of 
prostitution. 
Brothel ownership 
illegal.  

Law on Suppression of Human 
Trafficking and Sexual 
Exploitation, Government of 
Cambodia § 30 (2008). 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross. Web Accessed 24 
July 2016. 
https://www.icrc.org/applic/ihl
/ihl-
nat.nsf/implementingLaws.xsp
?documentId=C2A216E490C2
4060C1257D890049EC51&ac
tion=openDocument&xp_coun
trySelected=KH&xp_topicSele
cted=GVAL-
992BUA&from=state&Sessio
nID=DYLX2E2BRH 

CMR Cameroo
n 

1966 0 1 0 0 . 1996: “Immoral 
Earnings” illegal. 

“Article 294.” Penal Code. 
Cameroon. 2016 (Law enacted 
in 1966 Penal Code.) Web. 
FakoAmerica. Accessed 9 
November 2016. 
http://fakoamerica.typepad.co
m/files/law-relating-to-the-
penal-code.pdf 

CAN Canada 2014 0 3 1 1 . 2014: Prohibits 
the purchasing of 
sexual acts. 

“Bill C-36.” Chapter 25. . 
Second Session, Fourty-first 
Parliament 62-63 Elizabeth II, 
2013-2014. Statutes of Canada 
2014. Web. Accessed 17 July 
2016. 
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CPV Cabo 
Verde 

2003 1 4 . . 2 2003: Prostitution 
illegal for minors, 
but the law is not 
well-enforced. 

Penal Code, Cape Verde Code 
§ 148 (2003). Institute for 
International and Comparative 
Law in Africa. University of 
Pretoria. Accessed 31 October 
2016. 
http://www.icla.up.ac.za/image
s/un/use-of-
force/africa/Cabo%20Verde/P
enal%20Code%20Cape%20Ve
rde%202003.pdf 

CYM Cayman 
Islands 

. . . . . .     

CAF Central 
African 
Republic 

2010 1 4 1 0 . 2010: Prostitution 
legal, but coercing 
or profiting off of 
another’s 
prostitution is 
illegal.  

Penal Code, Government of 
Central African Republic Code 
§ 90 (2010). World Intellectual 
Properties Institute. United 
Nations. Accessed 31 October 
2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/wipolex/e
n/text.jsp?file_id=195086 

TCD Chad 1967 0 1 0 0 . 1967: Prostitution 
is illegal.  

Chad Penal Code, Government 
of Chad Code (1967). 
Resource Equity. Tides 
Center. Accessed 31 October 
2016.  

CHI Channel 
Islands 

. . . . . .     

CHL Chile . 1 4 0 0 .     
CHN China 1979 0 1 0 0 . 1979: Section 8, 

Article 358 - 
Prostitution 
illegal, as well as 
procurement and 
forcing/arranging 
for another to 

Criminal Law, People’s 
Republic of China Code 
(1979). Congressional-
Executive Commission on 
China. Web. Accessed 22 July 
2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/wipolex/e
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engage in 
prostitution. If the 
individual has and 
is aware of 
suffering from a 
serious venereal 
disease, it is 
illegal for them to 
engage in 
prostitution. 

n/details.jsp?id=6795 

HKG Hong 
Kong 
SAR, 
China 

. 1 4 0 0 1     

MAC Macao 
SAR, 
China 

1995 1 4 0 0 . 1995: Prostitution 
legal, but the 
operation of a 
brothel and 
procurement are 
illegal. 

Penal Code, Macao Code 
(1995). World Intellectual 
Property Organization. Web. 
Accessed 1 November 2016.  

COL Colombi
a 

2000 1 4 1 0 1,2 2000: 
Prostitution, 
brothels legal. 
Pimping illegal. 

Penal Code, Government of 
Columbia Code (2000). 
RefWorld. UNHCR. Web. 
Accessed 1 November 2016. 
http://www.refworld.org/docid
/3dbd1fd94.html 

COM Comoros 1995 0 1 0 0 . 1995: Prostitution 
deemed illegal. 

Penal Code, Government of 
Comoros (1995). World 
Intellectual Property 
Organization. UN. Accessed 1 
November 2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/wipolex/e
n/details.jsp?id=8669 

ZAR Congo, 
Dem. 
Rep. 

2004 1 4 1 1 2 2004: Prostitution 
legalized 

Code Pénal Congolais, 
Government of Congo § 174 
(2004). World Intellectual 
Property Organization. UN. 
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Accessed 1 November 2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/lex
docs/laws/fr/cd/cd004fr.pdf 

COG Congo, 
Rep. 

. 0 1 0 0 .     

CRI Costa 
Rica 

1999 1 4 . 0 . 1999: 
Prostitution, 
brothels legal. 
Pimping illegal. 

Criminal Code, Government of 
Costa Rica § 169 (Amended 
1999). World Intellectual 
Property Organization.UN. 
Web. Accessed 1 November 
2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/lex
docs/laws/es/cr/cr072es.pdf 

CIV Cote 
d'Ivoire 

1995 1 4 0 0 . 1995: Prostitution 
legal. Brothels 
and pimping are 
illegal.  

Code Pénal Cote D’Ivoire, 
Government of Cote D'Ivoire 
(1995). World Intellectual 
Property Institute. UN. Web. 
Accessed 1 November 2016. 
http://www.trust.org/contentAs
set/raw-data/1035fde5-b945-
49ed-8cd4-166bc1ec156b/file 

HRV Croatia . 0 1 0 0 .     
CUB Cuba 1999 1 4 0 0 . 1999: Legal for 

those over the age 
of 17, but 
pandering, 
economic 
activities, and 
room renting are 
illegal.  

Cuba Penal Code, Government 
of Cuba § 3.2 (1999). World 
Intellectual Property 
Organization. UN. Web. 
Accessed 1 November 2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/lex
docs/laws/es/cu/cu004es.pdf 

CUW Curacao . . . . . .     
CYP Cyprus 1929 1 4 0 0 . 1929: Brothels, 

procurement of 
those under 21, 
living off of the 

Cyprus Criminal Code, 
Government of Cyprus § 156-
157 (1929).  
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earnings of 
another’s 
prostitution illegal 

CZE Czech 
Republic 

2009 1 4 . 0 . 2009: Prostitution 
legal. Brothels, 
pimping illegal. 

Criminal Code,Czech 
Republic Code § 189 (2009). 
European Judicial Training 
Network. European Union. 
Web. Accessed 1 November 
2016. 
http://www.ejtn.eu/PageFiles/6
533/Criminal%20Code%20of
%20the%20Czech%20Republi
c.pdf 

DNK Denmark 2005 1 4 0 0 2 2005: Prostitution 
is legal, but 
pimping, 
solicitation from a 
minor (younger 
than 21), owning 
a brothel illegal. 

Danish Penal Code, Denmark 
Code (2005). 100 Countries 
and their Prostitution Policies. 
ProCon.org. Web. Accessed 
31 July 2016.  

DJI Djibouti . 0 1 0 0 .     
DMA Dominic

a 
1998 0 1 0 0 . 1998: Illegal to 

(wholly or 
partially) earn a 
living off of 
prostitution or 
solicit in any 
place for 
prostitution 
(article 25). 
Brothels (article 
24), pimping 
(article 26), and 
procurement 
(article 18) also 
illegal.  

 Sexual Offences, 
Commonwealth of Dominica 
Code § 1.18, 1.24-25 (1998). 
Web. 100 Countries and their 
Prostitution Polices. 
ProCon.org. Accessed 16 
September 2016. 
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DOM Dominic
an 
Republic 

1997 1 4 0 0 . 1997: Prostitution 
legal. Brothels, 
pimping illegal. 

Código Penal de la República 
Dominicana, Dominican 
Republic Code § 334 (1997). 
World Intellectual Property 
Organization. United Nations. 
Web. Accessed 2 November 
2016.  

ECU Ecuador 1998 1 4 1 0 2 1998: 
Prostitution, 
brothels legal. 
Pimping illegal. 

Penal Code, Ecuador Code 
(1998). World Intellectual 
Property Organization. United 
Nations. Accessed 2 
November 2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/lex
docs/laws/es/ec/ec019es.pdf 

EGY Egypt, 
Arab 
Rep. 

1951 0 1 0 0 . 1951: Illegal to 
commit acts of 
prostitution (male 
or female), house 
prostitutes, trade 
persons, incite or 
advertise 
prostitution. 

El Saadawi, Nawal. 
“Prostitution in Egypt.” 
UNSECO. United Nations. 
(1985): 5. Web. Accessed 28 
August 2016. 

SLV El 
Salvador 

1997 1 4 1 0 . 1997: Prostitution 
is legal, but illegal 
to induce, 
facilitate, or 
incentivizing 
prostitution. 
Brothels are legal. 

Código Penal, El Salvador 
Code § 170 (1997). World 
Intellectual Property 
Organization. United Nations. 
Web.  Accessed 2 November 
2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/wipolex/e
n/text.jsp?file_id=339739 

GNQ Equatori
al Guinea 

. 0 1 0 0 .     

ERI Eritrea 2008 0 1 0 0 .   Penal Code, The State of 
Eritrea Code § 314 (2015). 
RefWorld.org UNHCR. Web. 
Accessed 2 November 2016. 
http://www.refworld.org/pdfid/
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55a51ccc4.pdf 

EST Estonia 2007 1 4 0 0 2 2007: Prostitution 
legalized 

Penal Code, Estonia Code § 
268 (2007). World Intellectual 
Property Organization. UN. 
Web. Accessed 2 November 
2016.  

ETH Ethiopia 2004 1 2 0 0 . 2004: “whoever, 
for gain makes a 
profession of or 
lives by procuring 
on the prostitution 
or immorality of 
another, or 
maintains, as a 
landlord or 
keeper, a brothel, 
is punishable with 
simple 
imprisonment and 
fine." (Article 
634). Also illegal 
to engage in 
prostitution in the 
streets or in any 
place accessible 
to the public. 
(Article 846). 

The Criminal Code, Federal 
Democratic Republic of 
Ethiopia Code § 634, 846 
(2004). WIPO. United 
Nations.Web.  Accessed 17 
September 2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/lex
docs/laws/en/et/et011en.pdf 

FRO Faeroe 
Islands 

. . . . . .     

FJI Fiji 1971 0 1 0 0 . 1971: Illegal Penal Code, Government of 
Fiji Code § 168 (1971). 
International Labor 
Organization. Web. Accessed 
2 November 2016. 
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http://www.wipo.int/edocs/lex
docs/laws/en/ee/ee133en.pdf 

FIN Finland 1998 0 1 0 0 2 1998: Section 8 – 
Illegal to purchase 
or attempt to 
purchase sexual 
services from 
those under the 
age of 18. Section 
9 – Illegal to, for 
the economic 
benefit of 
him/herself or for 
the benefit or to 
someone else, 
keep a room, take 
advantage of the 
performance of an 
act by someone 
else, or entice or 
intimidate 
someone into an 
act. (“Pandering”) 

The Penal Code, Finland 
Ministry of Justice, § 563 
(1998).  

FIN Finland 2006 0 1 0 0 2 2006: Section 7 – 
Illegal to 
“purchase or offer 
sexual services 
against a payment 
in a public place.” 

Public Order Act, Finland 
Ministry of the Interior § 612 
(2003). Web. FinLex. Finnish 
Ministry of Justice. Accessed 
17 September 2016.  

FRA France 2002 1 4 0 0 2 2002: Prohibits 
assisting in 
prostitution in any 
way, for 
economic profit 
or otherwise à 

Code Penal. Government of 
France Code § 1.2 (2002). 
http://prostitution.procon.org/s
ourcefiles/FrenchCriminalLaw
.pdf 
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procuring. 
Prohibits holding 
a place for 
prostitution. 
Illegal to buy or 
sell sex from a 
minor. 

FRA France 2016 0 3 0 0 2 2016: Illegal to 
purchase sex.  

Bamat, Joseph. "Prostitutes 
Divided as France Bans 
Paying for Sex," France 24. 
Last modified 7 April 2016. 

PYF French 
Polynesi
a 

. . . . . .     

GAB Gabon 1984 0 1 0 0 . 1984: Prostitution 
illegal by Article 
260 of the Penal 
Code 

Code Penal. Republic 
Gabonaise Code § 260 (1984). 
Web. WIPO. United Nations. 
Accessed 28 August 2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/wipolex/e
n/text.jsp?file_id=266824 

GMB Gambia, 
The 

1998 0 1 0 0 . 1998: Procuring, 
enticing, 
exploiting the 
prostitution of 
another illegal. 

Penal Code, Government of 
Gambia Code § 253 (1998). 
World Intellectual Property 
Organization. United Nations. 
Accessed 2 November 2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/lex
docs/laws/en/mu/mu008en.pdf 

GEO Georgia . 0 1 0 0 .     
DEU Germany 1927 1 4 1 . . 1927: 

Legalization of 
prostitution.  

Ditmore, Melissa Hope. 
“Weimar Republic.” 
Encyclopedia of Prostitution 
and Sex Work, Volume 2. 
Greenwood Publishing Group, 
2006. 
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DEU Germany 2002 1 4 1 1 . 2002: The 
Prostitution Act 
improved legal 
rights of sex 
workers and 
limited crimes of 
pimping/prostituti
on promotion to 
exploitative 
behavior.  

Ditmore, Melissa Hope. 
“Weimar Republic.” 
Encyclopedia of Prostitution 
and Sex Work, Volume 2. 
Greenwood Publishing Group, 
2006. 

GHA Ghana 1960 0 1 0 0 . 1960:  Prost. 
Illegal (Section 
276). (Section . 
Promotion/profit 
illegal (Section 
107 and 274, 
repectively). 
Brothels illegal 
(Section 277). 

Criminal Code, Ghana 
Government Code § 107, 274-
277 (1960). WIPO. United 
Nations. Web. Accessed 28 
August 2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/lex
docs/laws/en/gh/gh010en.pdf 

GRC Greece 1960 1 4 0 0 2 1960: Facilitating 
another’s 
debauchery, 
pandering/procuri
ng, pimping, and 
profiting off of 
another’s 
prostitution 
illegal. 
Prostitution of 
minor illegal.  

“Chapter 19 – Articles Against 
Morality.” Greek. The 
American Series of Foreign 
Penal Codes. Translated by 
Dr. Nicholas B. Lolis, vol. 18, 
New Jersey: New York 
University. Pub. by Fred B. 
Rothman & Co.,1973. 

GRL Greenlan
d 

. . . . . .     

GRD Grenada 1987 0 1 0 0 . 1987: Illegal to 
act as a common 
prostitute, 
importuning or 
loitering, under 

Criminal Code. Government of 
Grenada Code § 137 (1987). 
WIPO. United Nations. Web. 
Accessed 28 August 2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/wipolex/e



 73 

Act 137, Section 
29.  

n/text.jsp?file_id=253233 

GUM Guam . . . . . .     
GTM Guatema

la 
. 1 4 1 0 .     

GIN Guinea 1988 0 1 0 0 . 1988: Pimping, 
sharing earnings 
from prostitution 
illegal.  

Code Penal, Republic de 
Guinée Code (1988). 
RefWorld.org. UNHCR. Web. 
Accessed 4 November 2016. 
http://www.refworld.org/docid
/44a3eb9a4.html 

GNB Guinea-
Bissau 

. 0 1 0 0 .     

GUY Guyana 1955 0 1 0 0 . 1955: Procuration 
illegal (Act 73), 
illegal for a male 
to be a part of an 
act of gross 
indecency (Act 
352), brothel 
ownership illegal 
(Act 357). 
“Indecent Acts” 
(Act 355) and 
“Common 
Nuisances” (Act 
356) illegal 

Laws of Guyana, Ministry of 
Legal Affairs § 73, 352, 357, 
356 (1955). 
http://legalaffairs.gov.gy/infor
mation/laws-of-guyana/903-
chapter-00801-criminal-law-
offences 

HTI Haiti 1985 0 1 0 0 . 1985: Promotion 
of prostitution 
towards those 
under the age of 
21 illegal. 

Codigo Penal, Government of 
Haiti Code § 282 (1985). 
WIPO. United Nations. Web. 
Accessed 28 August 2016. 

HND Hondura
s 

. 1 4 0 0 2     



 74 

HUN Hungary 1993 1 4 0 0 . 1993: 
Decriminalized 
prostitution. 
Brothels and 
pimping remain 
illegal under 1978 
law. Prostitutes 
must be 18 years 
or older and 
possess a health 
certificate. 
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t/current-legal-framework-
prostitution-
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ISL Iceland 2007 1 4 0 0 2 2007: Prostitution 
is legal, but 
pimping/brothels/
profiting off of 
the prostitution of 
others. 
Prostitution of 
minors is illegal.  
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Department of State. Last 
modified 25 February 2009. 
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IND India 1956 0 2 0 0 1 1956: Prostitution 
illegal in public 
places, soliciting 
in public is 
illegal. Pimping 
and owning/using 
brothels are 
illegal. 
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(Prevention) Act, 1956.” 
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19 July 2016. 
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ch/india/Trafficking 

IDN Indonesi
a 

. . 6 . . .     

IRN Iran, 
Islamic 
Rep. 

1996 0 1 0 0 . 1996: Illegal for a 
man and woman 
to commit 
“indecent acts”. 
Illegal for anyone 
to commit a sinful 
act in public. 

Islamic Penal Code, 
Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Code (1996). 
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a brothel or 
facilitate/encoura
ge people to 
commit 
prostitution.  

man-rights-documents/iranian-
codes/1000000351-islamic-
penal-code-of-the-islamic-
republic-of-iran-book-
five.html 

IRQ Iraq 1969 0 1 0 0 . 1969: Illegal to 
assist or entice 
one under 18 to 
commit acts of 
prostitution.  

The Penal Code.Government 
of Iraq Code (1969). Law 
Library of Congress. Library 
of Congress. Web. Accessed 4 
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http://www.loc.gov/law/help/h
ussein/docs/IraqiPenalCodeof1
969.pdf 
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brothels illegal 

Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, Government of Ireland 
Code, § (1885). 
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eli/1885/act/69/enacted/en/prin
t.html 

IMY Isle of 
Man 

1992 1 4 0 0 . 1992: Illegal to 
procure 
prostitution, live 
off of the income 
of another’s 
prostitution, pimp, 
or solicit 
“persistently” in a 
public place. 
Illegal to loiter, 
keep a brothel. 

“Sexual Offences Act 1992.” 
Juta’s Statutes of the Isle of 
Man. Vol. 6 Edited by Ria 
Morrison Ford. Cape Province: 
Juta & Co, Ltd, 1992.  

ISR Israel 1977 1 4 0 0 2 1977: Pimping 
illegal. Illegal to 
promote 
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brothels or 
procuring. 
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JAM Jamaica 2009 0 2 0 0 . 2009: Illegal to 
procure (Act 18), 
earning (wholly 
or partially) a 
living off of 
prostitution or 
solicit in any 
place (Act 23). 
Brothels illegal. 
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ch/japan/Prostitution 

JOR Jordan 1960 0 1 0 0 . 1960: Selling and 
Purchasing of 
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ng off of 
another’s 
prostitution 
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KEN Kenya 1969 1 4 1 0 . 1969: Illegal for a 
male to live off 
(partially or 
wholly) of the 
earnings of 
prostitution. 
Illegal for the 
male to solicit. 

Penal Code, Government of 
Kenya Code § 153-154 (1969). 
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KEN Kenya 2003 0 2 0 0 . 2003: Living off 
of the earnings of 
prostitution (male 
or female) and the 
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a=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&sourc
e=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=
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Ux0PG2ocWofdjuun8A 

KIR Kiribati 1965 1 4 0 0 2 1965: Illegal to 
procure a girl 
under the age of 
18 to unlawful 
sexual 
intercourse. 
Attempts to 
procure one into 
becoming a 
prostitute are 
illegal (136). 
Pimping and 
living off of the 
earnings of 
prostitution illegal 
(145). Woman 
exercising control 
over prostitutes 
illegal (146). 
“Suspicious 
premises” 
permitted to be 
searched (147). 
Brothels illegal 
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brothels, pimping 
illegal. 
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Government of the Democratic 
Republic of North Korea Code 
§ 261 (2009). Citizen’s 
Alliance for North Korean 
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KOR Korea, 
Rep. 
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KSV Kosovo 2012 0 1 0 0 . 2012: Facilitating 
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Brothels illegal 
(242).  

Criminal Code, Government of 
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KGZ Kyrgyz 
Republic 

1998 1 4 0 0 . 1998: Prostitution 
legal. Brothels, 
pimping illegal. 

Criminal Code, Government of 
the Kygyz Republic § 260-261 
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illegal.  
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prostitute if minor 
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not obtained. 
Illegal to from 
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illegal to solicit 
outside of 
designated areas. 
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LBN Lebanon 1931 1 4 1 0 2 1931: Lebanese 
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brothels, pimping 
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stein 
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entice another to 
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Illegal to profit 
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facilitating 
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Criminal Code. Government of 
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MCO Monaco . 0 1 0 0 .     
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facilitating sex 
work by 
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under the laws of 
trafficking, to use 
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prostitution or to 
“go for in 
prostitution” 
(buying and 
selling). (Article 
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under this Act 
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prostitution not. 

"A Summary of the 
Prostitution Regulations in the 
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procuring are 
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"Decriminalization of Sex 
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issued by the 
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procurement of a 
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NOR Norway 2009 0 3 0 0 . 2009: 
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earning a living 
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PNG Papua 

New 
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Government of Papua New 
Guinea Code § 229, 234 
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New 
Guinea 
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live (partially or 
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earnings of 
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over the 
movements of a 
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(1965). World Intellectual 
Property Organization. United 
Nations. Web. Accessed 6 
November 2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/wipolex/e
n/text.jsp?file_id=181502 

SRB Serbia 2005 0 2 0 0 . 2005: Aiding in 
prostitution 
illegal. 

Penal Code, Government of 
Serbia Code § 184 (2005). 
Legistlationline. OSCE. Web. 
Aceessed 6 November 2016. 
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SYC Seychell
es 

1955 0 1 0 0 . 1955: Prostitution 
deemed illegal 

Penal Code, Government of 
Seychelles § 154-156 (1955). 
GreyBook.Web.  Accessed 6 
November 2016. 
http://greybook.seylii.org/se/C
AP158#!fragment/zoupio-
_Toc384202611/KGhhc2g6K
GNodW5rxIVhbsSHb3JUZXh
0OnpvdXBpby1fVG9jMzg0M
jAyNjExKSxsZWZ0UMSNZ
U5vdGVJZDonJyxuxLVlc1F1
ZXJ5xLrEvHNjcm9sbEPEiM
SKOiFuLHNlYXLEh8WCxY
TFhnDFi3N0aXR1xaFvxZTFl
sWYxIdTxJB0QsWGUkVMR
VZBTkNFLHRhYjp0xKApK
Q== 

SLE Sierra 
Leone 

. 1 4 . . .     

SGP Singapor
e 

1862 0 2 1 0 1 1862: Pimping of 
those under 21 
illegal.  

Penal Code, Government of 
Singapore § 372 (1862). 
Singapore Statutes Online. 
Web. Accessed 9 November 
2016. 
http://statutes.agc.gov.sg/aol/s
earch/display/view.w3p;ident=
0f037485-b31a-4368-886c-
da79ce7659cc;page=0;query=
DocId%3A%22025e7646-
947b-462c-b557-
60aa55dc7b42%22%20Status
%3Ainforce%20Depth%3A0;r
ec=0#pr372-he- 

SXM Sint 
Maarten 
(Dutch 
part) 

. . . . . .     
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SVK Slovak 
Republic 

2005 1 4 0 0 . 2005: Prostitution 
deemed illegal 

Penal Code, Government of 
Slovakia Code. § 367 (2005). 
Legislationline. OSCE. Web. 
Accessed 6 November 2016. 
http://legislationline.org/docu
ments/section/criminal-codes 

SVN Slovenia 2008 0 1 0 0 . 2008: 
Exploitation 
illegal. 

Penal Code, Government of 
Slovenia Code. § 175 (2008). 
Legistlationline. OSCE. Web. 
Accessed 6 November 2016.  

SLB Solomon 
Islands 

. . . . . .     

SOM Somalia 1962 0 1 0 0 . 1962: Prostitution 
is illegal. 

The Penal Code, Government 
of Somalia Code, § 405 
(1962). SomalilandLaw.com 
Web. Accessed 1 September 
2016. 
http://www.somalilandlaw.co
m/Penal_Code_English.pdf 

ZAF South 
Africa 

1957 0 2 0 0 . 1957: Illegal to 
live (partially or 
wholly) off of the 
earnings of 
prostitution. 
Earning 
commission off of 
prostitution 
illegal. Illegal to 
keep a brothel 
(Act 2) 

Criminal Law Sexual Offences 
and Related Matters 
Amendment Act 32 of 2007, 
South Africa Department of 
Justice and Correctional 
Services. § 2, 27 (1957). 
http://www.justice.gov.za/legis
lation/acts/2007-032.pdf 

SSD South 
Sudan 

2008 0 1 0 0 . 2008: Prostitution 
deemed illegal 

Penal Code Act, Government 
of South Sudan Code § 252-
254 (2008). World Intellectual 
Property Organization. United 
Nations. Web. Accessed 6 
November 2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/lex
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docs/laws/en/ss/ss014en.pdf 

ESP Spain 2013 1 4 1 0 . 2013: 
Exploitation of 
minors illegal. 

Penal Code, Government of 
Spain Code § 6 (2013). 
Legislationline. OSCE. 
Accessed 6 November 2016.  

LKA Sri 
Lanka 

1995 0 1 0 0 . 1995: Procuring 
one to become 
(within or outside 
of Sri Lanka) to 
become a 
prostitute is 
illegal. 

Penal Code, Government of 
Sri Lanka Code § 360 (1995). 
Human Rights Library. 
University of Minnesota. Web. 
Accessed 6 September 2016. 
http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/resear
ch/srilanka/statutes/Penal_Cod
e.pdf 

KNA St. Kitts 
and 
Nevis 

. 0 1 0 0 .     

LCA St. Lucia 2005 0 2 0 0 . 2005: 
Procurement, 
brothels, pimping 
(“trading”) illegal. 
Soliciting in a 
public place, or 
living off of the 
earnings of 
prostitution also 
illegal.  

Criminal Code, Government of 
Saint Lucia Code (2005). 
Government of St. Lucia. 
Web. Accessed 1 September 
2016.  

MAF St. 
Martin 
(French 
part) 

. . . . . .     

VCT St. 
Vincent 
and the 

. 0 1 0 0 .     
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Grenadin
es 

SDN Sudan . . . . . .     
SUR Suriname . 0 1 0 0 .     
SWZ Swazilan

d 
. 0 1 0 0 .     

SWE Sweden 1999 0 3 0 0 . 1999: 
Criminalized the 
purchase of 
prostitution 

A Summary of the Prostitution 
Regulations in the EU Member 
States.” European Parliament. 
Web. Accessed 22 July 2016. 

CHE Switzerla
nd 

2014 1 4 1 0 1 2014: Pimping 
and encouraging 
prostitution 
illegal. 

Penal Code. Government of 
Switzerland Code § 195 
(1937). Legislationline. OSCE. 
Web.  Accessed 9 November 
2016. 

SYR Syrian 
Arab 
Republic 

. 0 1 0 0 .     

TJK Tajikista
n 

. 0 1 0 0 .     

TZA Tanzania 1981 0 1 0 0 . 1981: Illegal to 
procure any 
woman to become 
a prostitute in or 
outside of 
Tanzania. Illegal 
to live, partially 
or wholly, off of 
the earnings of 
prostitution. 
Pimping illegal. 
Brothels illegal. 
Loitering/solicitin
g in a public place 
illegal.  

Penal Code, Government of 
Tanzania Code § 139, 145-
148, 175 (1981). United 
Nations. Web. Accessed 6 
September 2016. 
http://www.un.org/depts/los/L
EGISLATIONANDTREATIE
S/PDFFILES/TZA_penal_cod
e.pdf 



 96 

THA Thailand 1956 0 2 0 0 . 1956: Illegal to 
earn a living 
(partially or 
wholly) off of 
prostitution 
(Section 286). 
Illegal for a 
prostitute to take 
board/lodging, or 
to receive money 
from a prostitute.  

Thailand Penal Code, 
Government of Thailand Code 
§ 286 (1956). United Nations 
Office of Drugs and Crime. 
Web.  Accessed 17 September 
2016. 
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/
docs/WEBTEXT/46403/65063
/E96THA01.htm 

TMP Timor-
Leste 

. 1 4 0 0 .     

TGO Togo 1980 0 1 0 0 . 1980: Prostitution 
(booking and 
soliciting), 
brothels, and 
pimping all 
illegal. 

De L’Exploitation de la 
Debauche, Government of 
Togo Code (1980). WIPO. 
United Nations. Web. 
Accessed 1 Sept. 2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/lex
docs/laws/fr/tg/tg003fr.pdf 

TON Tonga   1 4 0 0 1     
TTO Trinidad 

and 
Tobago 

. 0 1 0 0 .     

TUN Tunisia . 1 4 0 0 .     
TUR Turkey 2004 1 4 1 0 . 2004: 

Encouraging 
prostitution, 
pimping illegal. 

Criminal Code, Government of 
Turkey Code § 227 (2004). 
Legislationline. OSCE. Web. 
Accessed 9 November 2016.  

TKM Turkmen
istan 

. 0 1 0 0 .     

TCA Turks 
and 
Caicos 
Islands 

. . . . . .     
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TUV Tuvalu 1965 0 1 0 0 . 1965: Procuration 
illegal. 
Buying/selling 
prostitution of a 
woman under the 
age of 15 illegal. 
Living off of the 
earnings of 
prostitution. 
Illegal for woman 
to control 
movements of 
prostitutes. 
Brothels illegal. 

Penal Code, Government of 
Tuvalu § 136, 141, 142, 145-
148 (1965). Web. World 
Intellectual Property 
Organization. United Nations. 
Web. Accessed 6 September 
2016. 
http://www.wipo.int/wipolex/e
n/text.jsp?file_id=197529 

UGA Uganda 1950 0 2 0 0 . 1950: 
Procurement of 
and living off of 
the earnings of 
prostitution, 
pimping, and 
brothels are 
illegal. 
“Practicing and 
engaging in” 
prostitution is 
illegal. 

The Penal Code Act. 
Government of Uganda. § 131, 
136-139 (1950). Uganda Legal 
Information Institute. Web. 
Accessed 1 September 2016.  

UKR Ukraine 2001 0 2 0 0 . 2001: Illegal to 
create/run a 
brothel or trade in 
prostitution, 
engage in 
pimping or 
otherwise involve 
a person in 
prostitution. 

Criminal Code of Ukraine, 
Government of Ukraine Code, 
§ 302,303 (2001). Office of 
Drugs and Crime. United 
Nations. Web. Accessed 6 
September 2016. 
https://www.unodc.org/tldb/pd
f/Criminal%20Code%20of%2
0Ukraine_31.05.2007_ENG_te
xt.pdf 
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ARE United 
Arab 
Emirates 

1987 0 1 0 0 . 1987: Illegal to 
own a brothel, 
“habitually 
practice” 
prostitution, and 
“[exploit] by any 
means the 
lewdness or 
debauchery of any 
person” (à 
pimping?) 

Federal Law No. 3, 
Government of United Arab 
Emirates Code. § 365,366,268 
(1987). United Arab Emirates 
Ministry of Justice. Web. 
Accessed 1 September 2016. 
http://www.elaws.gov.ae/EnLe
gislations.aspx 

GBR United 
Kingdom 

1956 1 4 0 0 1 1956: Illegal to 
procure a woman 
to become a 
prostitute (Article 
22). Illegal to 
engage with a 
prostitute under 
the age of 16 
(Article 28). 
Illegal for a man 
to live (wholly or 
partially) off of 
the earnings of a 
prostitute/controls 
her movements. 
(Article 30). 
Illegal for woman 
to control 
prostitute’s 
movements 
(Article 31). 
Illegal for tenant 
to allow his place 
to be used for 
prostitution 
(Article 36). 

Sexual Offences Act 1956, 
Government of the United 
Kingdom, (1956). “100 
Countries and their 
Prostitution Laws.” 
ProCon.org. Web. Accessed 
17 September 2016. 
http://prostitution.procon.org/s
ourcefiles/UKSexualOffences
Act1956.pdf 
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GBR United 
Kingdom 

1985 0 1 0 0 1 1985: “Kerb-
Crawling” (Man 
soliciting a 
woman for the 
purposes of 
prostitution from 
a motor vehicle 
while it is in the 
street or public 
place, or from the 
immediate 
vicinity of a car 
that he just got 
out of) illegal 
(Section 1). 
Illegal to solicit a 
prostitute 
persistently. 
(Section 2). 

Sexual Offences Act 1985, 
Government of the United 
Kingdom, (1956). “100 
Countries and their 
Prostitution Laws.” 
ProCon.org. Web. Accessed 
17 September 2016. 
http://prostitution.procon.org/s
ourcefiles/UKSexualOffences
Act1985.pdf 

USA United 
States 

1986 1 4 0 0 . 1986: 
Transportation in 
order to facilitate 
or promote 
prostitution 
illegal. Legal in 
some counties in 
Nevada. Brothels 
legal, pimping 
illegal. 

Transportation for Illegal 
Sexual Activity and Related 
Crimes, United States Code § 
117.18 (1986). 
http://prostitution.procon.org/v
iew.resource.php?resourceID=
000119#3 

URY Uruguay . 1 4 0 0 2     
UZB Uzbekist

an 
. 0 1 0 0 .     
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VUT Vanuatu 1981 0 1 0 0 . 1981: No person 
may procure, aid, 
or facilitate 
prostitution. 
Illegal to share in 
the profits of 
prostitution. 
Illegal to be a 
client of a child 
(under 18) 
prostitute.  

Penal Code, Government of 
Vanuatu Code § 101 (1981). 
Pacific Islands Legal Institute. 
Web. Accessed 6 September 
2016. 
http://www.paclii.org/vu/legis/
consol_act/pc66/ 

VEN Venezuel
a, RB 

2000 1 4 1 0 2 2000: Prostitution 
deemed illegal 

Official Gazette of the 
Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela, Government of the 
Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela § 389 (2000).  

VNM Vietnam 1999 0 1 0 0 . 1999: Illegal to 
harbor prostitutes, 
especially when 
coercing others to 
engage in 
prostitution. 
Enticing or 
procuring 
prostitution 
illegal.  

Penal Code, Government of 
Vietnam Code §254,255 
(1999). Organization for 
Economic and Co-operative 
Development. Web. Accessed 
6 September 2016. 
https://www.oecd.org/site/adb
oecdanti-
corruptioninitiative/46817423.
pdf 

VIR Virgin 
Islands 
(U.S.) 

. . . . . .     

WBG West 
Bank and 
Gaza 

. . . . . .     
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YEM Yemen, 
Rep. 

1994 0 1 0 0 . 1994: Practice of 
prostitution 
illegal. 
“Instigating” the 
prostitution of 
others illegal. 
Brothels and 
procurement 
illegal.  

Republican Decree for Law 
No 12 for the Year 1994 
Concerning Crimes and 
Penalties, Government of 
Yemen Code (1994). 
International Labour 
Organization. United Nations. 
Web. Accessed 6 September 
2016. 
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/
docs/ELECTRONIC/83557/92
354/F1549605860/YEM83557
.pdf 

ZMB Zambia 2005 0 1 0 0 . 2005: 
Procurement or 
attempt to procure 
anyone to have 
“unlawful carnal 
knowledge”, 
become a 
prostitute, or 
frequent a brothel 
is illegal in or 
outside of Zambia 

Penal Code Act, Government 
of Zambia Code § 87.140 
(2005). Laws of Zambia. 
Blackhall Publishing. Web. 
Accessed 6 September 2016. 
http://www.zambialaws.com/P
rincipal-Legislation/chapter-
87penal-code-act.html 

ZWE Zimbabw
e 

2005 0 2 0 0 . 2005: Soliciting 
in public, living 
off of or 
facilitating 
prostitution (by 
keeping a brothel 
or bringing a 
prostitute into the 
country), 
procuring or 
coercing a person 
into prostitution 
illegal. 

Criminal Law (Codification 
and Reform) Act, Government 
of Zimbabwe Code § 3.E 
(2005). United Nations Office 
on Drugs and Crime. Web. 
Accessed 6 September 2016. 
https://www.unodc.org/res/cld/
document/zwe/2006/criminal_l
aw_codification_and_reform_
act_html/criminal_law_codific
ation_and_reform_act.pdf 
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Legend for Prostitution Data 
 
Name Format Description 
Country Code [3-digit variable] Code of the country according to the ISO A3 international classification 
Country Name [string variable] Name of the country 
Year of Prostitution Law [year] When an prostitution law was passed 
Dummy for Prostitution 0 Illegal 
  1 Legal 
Prostitution 1 Illegal 
  2 Only Selling Illegal 
  3 Only Buying Illegal 
  4 Not Illegal/Permissable 
  5 No National Stance 
  6 Unclear 
  7 Varies 
  . Missing Data 
Dummy for Brothels 0 Illegal 
  1 Legal 
Dummy for Pimping 0 Illegal 
  1 Legal 
Exceptions 1 Soliciting legal only in designated areas 
  2 Age a factor in the legality of prositution acts 
  3 Prostitution laws not strictly enforced 
  4 Prostitutes must have licenses 
  . No exceptions 
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Surrogacy Data 
 
Country 
code 

Country 
name 

Year of 
Surrogacy 
Law 

Altruistic 
Surrogacy 

Commercial 
Surrogacy 

Exceptions Notes Legal Sources 

AFG Afghanistan             
ALB Albania 2004 0 0   2004: Article 38 – States 

that the human embryo is 
prohibited from being used 
to any other kind of 
commercial, industrial or 
experimental purpose. 

Law on Reproductive Health, The 
Assembly of the Republic of Albania § 
38 (2002). Web. LEGISLATIONLINE. 
OSCE. Accessed 9 October 2016. 

DZA Algeria             
ASM American 

Samoa 
            

ADO Andorra 2013 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Shannon, Geoffrey, Rosemary Horgan, 
Geraldine Keehan, Clare Daly; 
“Appendix 3: Surrogacy.” In Adoption: 
Law and Practice under the Revised 
European Convention on the Adoption of 
Children. Council of Europe. 2013. 

AGO Angola             
ATG Antigua and 

Barbuda 
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ARG Argentina . 3 3 1 Since there is no law on 
surrogacy in Argentina the 
principle is that it is not 
allowed but it is not 
forbidden. According to 
article 242 CCiv the mother 
of the child is the one that 
gives birth to the child so 
even if surrogate mother and 
intending parents agree to 
something different then the 
surrogate mother is still 
considered that child’s legal 
mother. 

Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. 

ARM Armenia 2002 1 1 4,5 2002: Illegal for homosexual 
intended parents. Otherwise, 
a surrogate must be 20 and 
have had a child previously.  

Lee, Katarina and Laura Gotti Tedeschi. 
Worldwide Surrogacy Laws. Comment of 
Reproductive Ethics. 2015. Pdf. Page 2. 
Accessed 9 October 2016.  

ABW Aruba             
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AUS Australia 2004 1 0   2004: Altruistic surrogacy is 
legal but commercial 
surrogacy is prohibited 
through the following acts: 
Surrogacy Act 2010 NSW; 
Surrogacy Act 2010 QLD, 
Family Relationships Act 
1975 SA,1975;Surrogacy 
Act 2012 TAS; 
VIC,Assisted Reproductive 
Treatment Act 2008, 
Surrogacy Act 2008 WA.  

Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. 

AUT Austria 1992 0 0   1992: All types of surrogacy 
are banned by the § 2 and 3 
Reproductive Medicine, 
Reproductive Medicine Act 
as amended, Federal Law 
Gazette 275/1992. 

"Surrogacy." The Austrian Foreign 
Ministry. Accessed 19 September 2016. 
https://www.bmeia.gv.at/en/embassy/dub
lin/practical-advice/your-travel-to-
austria/surrogacy.html. 
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AZE Azerbaijan . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Shannon, Geoffrey, Rosemary Horgan, 
Geraldine Keehan, Clare Daly; 
“Appendix 3: Surrogacy.” In Adoption: 
Law and Practice under the Revised 
European Convention on the Adoption of 
Children. Council of Europe. 2013. 

BMS Bahamas, 
The 

            

BHR Bahrain             
BGD Bangladesh             
BRB Barbados             
BLR Belarus 1999 1 1   1999: Commercial and 

altruistic surrogacy legal.  
(Translated with Google 
Translate.) 

Code of the Republic of Belarus on 
Marriage and Family, Government of 
Belarus Code § 52 (1999). Web. 
Naviny.org. Accessed 12 November 
2016. 
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BEL Belgium . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. 

BLZ Belize             
BEN Benin             
BMU Bermuda             
BTN Bhutan             
BOL Bolivia             
BIH Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 
. 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 

surrogacy. 
Shannon, Geoffrey, Rosemary Horgan, 
Geraldine Keehan, Clare Daly; 
“Appendix 3: Surrogacy.” In Adoption: 
Law and Practice under the Revised 
European Convention on the Adoption of 
Children. Council of Europe. 2013. 

BWA Botswana . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 
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BRA Brazil 2010 1 0   2011: Only altruistic 
surrogacy is allowed through 
the Resolution no 1957/2010 
published in 2011. 

Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law.  

BRN Brunei 
Darussalam 

            

BGR Bulgaria 2010 0 0 . 2010: All surrogacy 
criminalized under article 
182 of the Bulgarian Penal 
Code. IVF for the purpose of 
surrogacy illegal under Part 
IV, article 5(14) of the 
Ordinance Number 28 on 
Assisted Reproduction. 
Ovum donations legal under 
article 130(4)(4) of the 
Health Act.  

A comparative study on the regime of 
surrogacy in EU Member States. 
Brussels: European Parliament, 2013. 
Web. 

BFA Burkina 
Faso 

            

BDI Burundi             
KHM Cambodia             
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CMR Cameroon . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

“La GPA Dans La Monde.” La Croix. 30 
January 2013. Accessed 12 November 
2016. http://www.la-
croix.com/Actualite/France/La-GPA-
dans-le-monde-_NG_-2013-01-30-
905619. 

CAN Canada 2004 1 0   2004: Commercial surrogacy 
is illegal and altruistic 
surrogacy is permitted 
through the Assisted Human 
Reproduction Act 2004. 

"Prohibitions Related to Surrogacy." 
Health Canada. Last modified 18 July 
2013. Accessed 16 September 2016. 
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/dhp-
mps/brgtherap/legislation/reprod/surroga
cy-substitution-eng.php. 

CPV Cabo Verde             
CYM Cayman 

Islands 
            

CAF Central 
African 
Republic 

            

TCD Chad             
CHI Channel 

Islands 
            

CHL Chile             
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CHN China . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. Page 5. 

HKG Hong Kong 
SAR, China 

2007 1 0 3 2007: Commercial 
Surrogacy illegal. Sex 
selection illegal and couple 
must be married. 

Human Reproductive Technology 
Ordinance, Hong Kong Code § 
561.17(2007). Web. Hong Kong Legal 
Information Institute. Accessed 12 
November 2016. 
http://www.hklii.hk/eng/hk/legis/ord/561/
s17.html. 

MAC Macao SAR, 
China 
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COL Colombia . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

IFFS Surveillance 2013. October 2013. 
International Federation of Fertility 
Societies. Edited by Steven J. Ory. Pdf. 
Accessed 9 October 2016. Pages 114-
117. https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/iffs.site-
ym.com/resource/resmgr/iffs_surveillanc
e_09-19-13.pdf 

COM Comoros             
ZAR Congo, 

Dem. Rep. 
. 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 

surrogacy. 
IFFS Surveillance 2013. October 2013. 
International Federation of Fertility 
Societies. Edited by Steven J. Ory. Pdf. 
Accessed 9 October 2016. Pages 114-
117. https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/iffs.site-
ym.com/resource/resmgr/iffs_surveillanc
e_09-19-13.pdf 

COG Congo, Rep.             
CRI Costa Rica             
CIV Cote d'Ivoire . 4 4       
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HRV Croatia . 4 4       
CUB Cuba             
CUW Curacao             
CYP Cyprus . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 

surrogacy. 
Brunet, Laurent, Janeen Carruthers, 
Konstantina Davaki, Derek King, Claire 
Marzo, and Julie McCandless. A 
Comparative Study on the Regime of 
Surrogacy in EU Member States. 
Luxembourg: European Parliament, 
2013. Europarl.europa.eu. European 
Parliament. 

CZE Czech 
Republic 

. 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. Page 5. 
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DNK Denmark 2001 0 0   2001: Surrogacy banned in 
Denmark under the 
Children’s Act, and the 
government does not 
recognize such arrangements 
if made abroad. (Translated 
with Google Translate.) 

Surrogatmoderskab Ankestyrelsen, 
Government of Denmark Code (2001). 
Web. Accessed 29 October 2016. 
https://ast.dk/born-
familie/faderskab/surrogatmoderskab.  

DJI Djibouti             
DMA Dominica             
DOM Dominican 

Republic 
. 4 4       

ECU Ecuador             
EGY Egypt, Arab 

Rep. 
. 0 0       

SLV El Salvador             
GNQ Equatorial 

Guinea 
            

ERI Eritrea             
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EST Estonia . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Brunet, Laurent, Janeen Carruthers, 
Konstantina Davaki, Derek King, Claire 
Marzo, and Julie McCandless. A 
Comparative Study on the Regime of 
Surrogacy in EU Member States. 
Luxembourg: European Parliament, 
2013. Europarl.europa.eu. European 
Parliament. Web. Page 15  

ETH Ethiopia             
FRO Faeroe 

Islands 
            

FJI Fiji             
FIN Finland 2006 0 0   2006: Surrogacy is 

prohibited through the Act 
on Assisted Pregnancy 2006. 

Lag om assisterad befruktning, 
Government of Finland Code (2006). 
https://www.finlex.fi/sv/laki/ajantasa/200
6/20061237?search%5Btype%5D=pika&
search%5Bpika%5D=%20assisterad%20
befruktning. 
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FRA France 1994 0 0   1994: All surrogacy 
agreements are void under 
Article 16-7 of the civil code 
enacted in 1994. 

Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. Page 5. 

PYF French 
Polynesia 

            

GAB Gabon             
GMB Gambia, The             
GEO Georgia 1997 1 1   1997: Surrogacy is legal. “Georgian Law”. T. Khachapuridze 

Center of Reproductive Health. Accessed 
12 November 2016. 
http://www.surrogacy.ge/en/2013-03-12-
09-59-47 
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DEU Germany 1990 0 0   1990: Both commercial and 
altruistic surrogacy are 
banned under the Embryo 
Protection Act 1990. 

Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. Page 5. 

GHA Ghana             
GRC Greece 2002 1 0   2002: Only altruistic 

surrogacy is permitted 
through Law no 3089/2002 
on Medically Assisted 
Reproduction enacted in 
2002. 

Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. Page 5. 

GRL Greenland             
GRD Grenada             
GUM Guam             
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GTM Guatemala . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. Page 5. 

GIN Guinea             
GNB Guinea-

Bissau 
            

GUY Guyana             
HTI Haiti             
HND Honduras             
HUN Hungary . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 

surrogacy. 
Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. Page 5. 
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ISL Iceland . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Shannon, Geoffrey, Rosemary Horgan, 
Geraldine Keehan, Clare Daly; 
“Appendix 3: Surrogacy.” In Adoption: 
Law and Practice under the Revised 
European Convention on the Adoption of 
Children. Council of Europe. 2013. 

IND India 2002 1 1 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. Page 5. 

IDN Indonesia             
IRN Iran, Islamic 

Rep. 
            

IRQ Iraq             
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IRL Ireland . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. Page 5. 

IMY Isle of Man             
ISR Israel 1996 1 1   1996: Surrogacy legalized. Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 

Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. Page 5. 
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ITA Italy 2004 0 0   2004: Surrogacy is 
prohibited through rules 
about medically assisted 
reproduction Act 20/2004 

Brunet, Laurent, Janeen Carruthers, 
Konstantina Davaki, Derek King, Claire 
Marzo, and Julie McCandless. A 
Comparative Study on the Regime of 
Surrogacy in EU Member States. 
Luxembourg: European Parliament, 
2013. Europarl.europa.eu. European 
Parliament. Web. Page 123 

JAM Jamaica             
JPN Japan . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 

surrogacy. 
Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. Page 5. 

JOR Jordan             
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KAZ Kazakhstan 2011 1 1   2011: All forms of surrogacy 
are legal. 

Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan on 
Marriage (Matrimony) and Family. 
Kazakhstan Code § 54 (2011). Web. 
Zakon.kz. Accessed 12 November 2016.  

KEN Kenya . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

  

KIR Kiribati             
PRK Korea, Dem. 

Rep. 
            

KOR Korea, Rep. . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

IFFS Surveillance 2013. October 2013. 
International Federation of Fertility 
Societies. Edited by Steven J. Ory. Pdf. 
Accessed 9 October 2016. Pages 114-
117. https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/iffs.site-
ym.com/resource/resmgr/iffs_surveillanc
e_09-19-13.pdf. 

KSV Kosovo             
KWT Kuwait             
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KGZ Kyrgyz 
Republic 

2015 1 1   2015: Surrogacy is legal 
through the Law on 
Reproductive Rights of 
Kyrgz Republic Citizens 
2015. 

Roudik, Peter. "Kyrgyzstan: 
Reproductive Rights Now Specified By 
Law." Law Library of Congress. 17 
November 2015. 
http://www.loc.gov/law/foreign-
news/article/kyrgyzstan-reproductive-
rights-now-specified-by-law/ 

LAO Lao PDR             
LVA Latvia . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 

surrogacy. 
  

LBN Lebanon . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Sidahmed, Mazin. "Surrogacy Not an 
Option in Lebanon." The Daily Star 
Newspaper. 13 September 2016. 
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Leban
on-News/2014/Sep-13/270527-
surrogacy-not-an-option-in-lebanon.ashx. 

LSO Lesotho             
LBR Liberia             
LBY Libya   0 0       
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LIE Liechtenstei
n 

. 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Shannon, Geoffrey, Rosemary Horgan, 
Geraldine Keehan, Clare Daly; 
“Appendix 3: Surrogacy.” In Adoption: 
Law and Practice under the Revised 
European Convention on the Adoption of 
Children. Council of Europe. 2013. 

LTU Lithuania . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

  

LUX Luxembourg . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Brunet, Laurent, Janeen Carruthers, 
Konstantina Davaki, Derek King, Claire 
Marzo, and Julie McCandless. A 
Comparative Study on the Regime of 
Surrogacy in EU Member States. 
Luxembourg: European Parliament, 
2013. Europarl.europa.eu. European 
Parliament. 
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MKD Macedonia, 
FYR 

. 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Lee, Katarina and Laura Gotti Tedeschi. 
Worldwide Surrogacy Laws. Comment of 
Reproductive Ethics. 2015. Pdf. Page 2. 
Accessed 9 October 2016.  

MDG Madagascar             
MWI Malawi             
MYS Malaysia             
MDV Maldives             
MLI Mali             
MLT Malta 2012 0 0   2012: Surrogacy is banned 

under the Embryo Protection 
Act 2012. 

Haveman, Robert H. "Onto Regulating 
Surrogacy: A Policy Paper by ELSA 
Malta's Social Policy Organising 
Committee." 2016. ELSA.org.mt. ELSA. 
Last modified 29 June 2016.  

MHL Marshall 
Islands 

            

MRT Mauritania             
MUS Mauritius             
MEX Mexico . 1 1       
FSM Micronesia, 

Fed. Sts. 
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MDA Moldova . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Shannon, Geoffrey, Rosemary Horgan, 
Geraldine Keehan, Clare Daly; 
“Appendix 3: Surrogacy.” In Adoption: 
Law and Practice under the Revised 
European Convention on the Adoption of 
Children. Council of Europe. 2013. 

MCO Monaco             
MNG Mongolia             
MNE Montenegro . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 

surrogacy. 
Lee, Katarina and Laura Gotti Tedeschi. 
Worldwide Surrogacy Laws. Comment of 
Reproductive Ethics. 2015. Pdf. Page 2. 
Accessed 9 October 2016. 
http://corethics.org/wp-
content/uploads/Surrogacy-Laws.pdf. 
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MAR Morocco . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

“Morocco, New Bill Against Surrogacy 
Ready”. ANSAmed. ANSA. Last 
modified 17 March 2016. Accessed 15 
October 2016.  

MOZ Mozambique             
MMR Myanmar             
NAM Namibia             
NPL Nepal 2015 0 0   2015: Surrogacy banned by 

a Cabinet decision, , 
illegalizing all services. 
Babies born in Nepal 
through IVF/surrogacy will 
be unable to leave the 
country.   

“Surrogacy Services Are Banned in 
Nepal”. U.S. Citizen Services.  Embassy 
of the United States Kathmandu Nepal. 
U.S. Department of State. Last modified 
14 June 2016. Accessed 9 October 2016. 
https://nepal.usembassy.gov/service/surro
gacy-in-nepal.html. 

NLD Netherlands 1993 1 0   1993: Commercial 
Surrogacy is illegal through 
article 151 b and 151c of the 
Netherlands Criminal Code  

Criminal Code, Government of 
Netherlands Code § 151 (1993). 

NCL New 
Caledonia 
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NZL New 
Zealand 

2004 1 0   2004: Altruistic surrogacy 
only is legal through the 
Human Assisted 
Reproductive Technology 
Act 2004 

Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. Page 5. 

NIC Nicaragua             
NER Niger             
NGA Nigeria . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 

surrogacy. 
Umeora, Odidika Ugochukwujoannes, 
Maryjoannechinyem Umeora, Felixnzube 
Chukwuneke, and Nkechibridget Emma-
Echiegu. "Surrogacy in Nigeria: Legal, 
Ethical, Socio Cultural, Psychological 
and Religious Musings." African Journal 
of Medical and Health Sciences Afr J 
Med Health Sci 13, no. 2 (2014): 105. 
Web. 
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MNP Northern 
Mariana 
Islands 

            

NOR Norway 2008 0 0   2008: Surrogacy contracts 
non-binding. 

Children’s Act, Norway Code § 2.2 
(2008). Web. Lovdata.no. Accessed 12 
November 2016. 
https://lovdata.no/dokument/NL/lov/1981
-04-08-7?q=barneloven*#KAPITTEL_2. 

OMN Oman             
PAK Pakistan . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 

surrogacy. 
"‘Surrogate’ Mother Wins Long Drawn 
Child Custody Battle." - Newspaper. 
DAWN News, 28 Nov. 2012. Last 
modified 08 July 2016. 

PLW Palau             
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PAN Panama . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

IFFS Surveillance 2013. October 2013. 
International Federation of Fertility 
Societies. Edited by Steven J. Ory. Pdf. 
Accessed 9 October 2016. Pages 114-
117. https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/iffs.site-
ym.com/resource/resmgr/iffs_surveillanc
e_09-19-13.pdf. 

PNG Papua New 
Guinea 

            

PRY Paraguay             
PER Peru . 1 1       
PHL Philippines . 0 0 1 No specific legislation on 

surrogacy. 
IFFS Surveillance 2013. October 2013. 
International Federation of Fertility 
Societies. Edited by Steven J. Ory. Pdf. 
Accessed 9 October 2016. Pages 114-
117. https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/iffs.site-
ym.com/resource/resmgr/iffs_surveillanc
e_09-19-13.pdf. 
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POL Poland . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Brunet, Laurent, Janeen Carruthers, 
Konstantina Davaki, Derek King, Claire 
Marzo, and Julie McCandless. A 
Comparative Study on the Regime of 
Surrogacy in EU Member States. 
Luxembourg: European Parliament, 
2013. Europarl.europa.eu. European 
Parliament. Web. Page 15. 

PRT Portugal 2016 1 0   2016: Altruistic surrogacy 
legalized. 

"Surrogacy Was Legalized in Portugal." 
VittoriaVita. Last modified 19 September 
2016. 
http://vittoriavita.com/blog/surrogacy-
legalized-portugal/. 

PRI Puerto Rico             
QAT Qatar             
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ROM Romania . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Brunet, Laurent, Janeen Carruthers, 
Konstantina Davaki, Derek King, Claire 
Marzo, and Julie McCandless. A 
Comparative Study on the Regime of 
Surrogacy in EU Member States. 
Luxembourg: European Parliament, 
2013. Europarl.europa.eu. European 
Parliament. Web. Page 15. 

RUS Russian 
Federation 

2011 1 1   2011: Surrogacy is regulated 
through the Federal Law on 
the Basis of Protection of 
Citizens’ Health 2011. There 
is no specification between 
commercial and altruistic 
surrogacy in the Russian law 
so they are both allowed.  

Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. Page 5. 

RWA Rwanda             
WSM Samoa             
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SMR San Marino . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Shannon, Geoffrey, Rosemary Horgan, 
Geraldine Keehan, Clare Daly; 
“Appendix 3: Surrogacy.” In Adoption: 
Law and Practice under the Revised 
European Convention on the Adoption of 
Children. Council of Europe. 2013. 

STP Sao Tome 
and Principe 

            

SAU Saudi Arabia . 0 0 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

IFFS Surveillance 2013. October 2013. 
International Federation of Fertility 
Societies. Edited by Steven J. Ory. Pdf. 
Accessed 9 October 2016. Pages 114-
117. https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/iffs.site-
ym.com/resource/resmgr/iffs_surveillanc
e_09-19-13.pdf 

SEN Senegal . 0 0       
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SRB Serbia . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Shannon, Geoffrey, Rosemary Horgan, 
Geraldine Keehan, Clare Daly; 
“Appendix 3: Surrogacy.” In Adoption: 
Law and Practice under the Revised 
European Convention on the Adoption of 
Children. Council of Europe. 2013. 

SYC Seychelles             
SLE Sierra Leone             
SGP Singapore             
SXM Sint Maarten 

(Dutch part) 
            

SVK Slovak 
Republic 

. 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 
surrogacy. 

Brunet, Laurent, Janeen Carruthers, 
Konstantina Davaki, Derek King, Claire 
Marzo, and Julie McCandless. A 
Comparative Study on the Regime of 
Surrogacy in EU Member States. 
Luxembourg: European Parliament, 
2013. Europarl.europa.eu. European 
Parliament. Web. Page 15. 
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SVN Slovenia . 0 0       
SLB Solomon 

Islands 
            

SOM Somalia             
ZAF South Africa 2010 1 0   2010: Altruistic surrogacy 

allowed through chapter 19 
of the Children’s Act in 
2010. The surrogate must 
not be using the pregnancy 
as a source of income 
section 295 (c ) (iv) of the 
Children’s Act. 

Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. Page 5. 

SSD South Sudan             
ESP Spain 1988 0 0   1988: Surrogacy is 

prohibited by article 10 of 
the Spanish Law on Human 
ART 1988. 

Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. Page 5. 

LKA Sri Lanka             
KNA St. Kitts and 

Nevis 
            

LCA St. Lucia             
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MAF St. Martin 
(French part) 

            

VCT St. Vincent 
and the 
Grenadines 

            

SDN Sudan             
SUR Suriname             
SWZ Swaziland             
SWE Sweden 2006 0 0   2006: Surrogacy is 

prohibited under the 2006 
act on genetic integrity. 

"Lag (2006:351) om genetisk integritet 
m.m.," Rättsnätet. Last modified 4 
August 2016.  

CHE Switzerland 1998 0 0   1998: Surrogacy is banned 
under the  Swiss 
Reproductive Medicine Act 
of 1998. 

Nakash, A., and J. Herdiman. 
"Surrogacy." Journal of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology 27, no. 3 (2007): 246-51. 
Web. 

SYR Syrian Arab 
Republic 

            

TJK Tajikistan             
TZA Tanzania             
THA Thailand 2015 1 0   2015: Commercial surrogacy 

is prohibited, though 
altruistic surrogacy is legal 
through the Assisted 
Reproductive Technologies 
Act 2015. 

Umeda, Sayuri. "Thailand: New 
Surrogacy Law." Law Library Congress. 
6 April 2015. 
http://www.loc.gov/law/foreign-
news/article/thailand-new-surrogacy-law/ 
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TMP Timor-Leste             
TGO Togo . 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 

surrogacy. 
IFFS Surveillance 2013. October 2013. 
International Federation of Fertility 
Societies. Edited by Steven J. Ory. Pdf. 
Accessed 9 October 2016. Pages 114-
117. https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/iffs.site-
ym.com/resource/resmgr/iffs_surveillanc
e_09-19-13.pdf 

TON Tonga             
TTO Trinidad and 

Tobago 
            

TUN Tunisia . 0 0       
TUR Turkey 1987 0 0   1987: Surrogacy illegal. Gürtin, Zeynep. “Banning Reproductive 

Travel: Turkey’s ART Legislation and 
Third-Party Assisted Reproduction.” 
Reproductive BioMedicine Online.  

TKM Turkmenista
n 

            

TCA Turks and 
Caicos 
Islands 

            

TUV Tuvalu             
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UGA Uganda             
UKR Ukraine 2004 1 1   2004: Surrogacy is allowed 

By Article 281(7) of  the 
civil code of Ukraine. 

Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. Page 5. 

ARE United Arab 
Emirates 

. 0 0       

GBR United 
Kingdom 

1985 1 0   1985: Commercial 
Surrogacy is prohibited 
under the Surrogacy 
Arrangement Act 1985 but 
altruistic surrogacy is 
allowed. 

Nakash, A., and J. Herdiman. 
"Surrogacy." Journal of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology 27.3 (2007): 246-51. Web.  
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USA United 
States 

2007 1 1   2007: Arizona all surrogacy 
illegal through A.R.S. § 25-
218 (2007); DC all 
surrogacy illegal through 
D.C. Code §§ 16-401 to -
402 (2007); Michigan all 
surrogacy illegal through 
MCLS prec §§ 722.851-.863 
(2007); New York all 
surrogacy illegal through 
NY CLS Dom Rel §§ 121 to 
124 (2007); Indiana all 
surrogacy illegal through 
Burns Ind. Code Ann. §§ 31-
9-2-126 to -127 and 31-20-
1-1 to -3 (2007); Kentucky 
all surrogacy illegal through 
KRS § 199.590 (2006); 
Lousiana all surrogacy 
illegal through La. R.S. 
9:2713 (2007); Nebraska all 
surrogacy illegal through 
R.R.S. Neb. § 25-21,200 
(2007); North Dakota; 
surrogacy is legal through 
N.D. Cent. Code §§ 14-18-
01 to -08; 14-19-01; 14-20-
01 to -66 (2007); 
Washington altruistic 
surrogacy allowed but 
commercial surrogacy 
permitted through Rev. Code 
Wash. §§ 26.26.011 to .903 
(2007); surrogacy is 
permitted through A.C.A. § 
9-10-201 to -202 (2007); 
Florida only altruistic 

"Guide to State Surrogacy Laws," Center 
for American Progress. Last modified 17 
December 2007, 
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues
/women/news/2007/12/17/3758/guide-to-
state-surrogacy-laws/. 
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surrogacy is allowed through 
Fla. Stat. §§ 63.212 to .213, 
742.15 to .16 (2007); Illinois 
surrogacy is allowed through 
750 ILCS 45/6, 750 ILCS 
47/10 to 47/70, & 410 ILCS 
535/12 (2007); Nevada only 
altruistic surrogacy is 
allowed through Nev. Rev. 
Stat. Ann. § 126.045 (2007); 
New Hampshire only 
altruistic surrogacy is 
allowed through RSA §§ 
168-B:1 to -B:32 (2007); 
Texas; surrogacy is allowed 
through Tex. Fam. Code §§ 
160.751 to .763 (2007); Utah 
both commercial and 
altruistic surrogacy are 
allowed through Tex. Fam. 
Code §§ 160.751 to .763 
(2007); Virginia only 
altruistic surrogacy is 
allowed through Va. Code 
Ann. §§ 20-156 to -165 
(2007); see also Va. Code 
Ann. §§ 32.1-257, 64.1-5.1, 
& 64.1-8.1 (2007) 

URY Uruguay   0         
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UZB Uzbekistan             
VUT Vanuatu             
VEN Venezuela, 

RB 
. 3 3 1 No specific legislation on 

surrogacy. 
Trimmings, Katarina, and P. R. 
Beaumont. International Surrogacy 
Arrangements: Legal Regulation at the 
International Level. Vol. 12. Portland: 
Hart, 2013. Studies in Private 
International Law. Page 5. 

VNM Vietnam 2016 1 0   2016: Commercial surrogacy 
is prohibited and altruistic 
surrogacy is legal through 
the New Law on Marriage 
and Family 2016. 

Johnson, Constance. "Vietnam: New 
Family Law Adopted," Law Library of 
Congress, 15 September 2015. 
http://www.loc.gov/law/foreign-
news/article/vietnam-new-family-law-
adopted/ 

VIR Virgin 
Islands 
(U.S.) 

            

WBG West Bank 
and Gaza 

            

YEM Yemen, Rep.             
ZMB Zambia             
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ZWE Zimbabwe             
 
 
Legend for Surrogacy Data 
 
Name Format Description 
Country Code [3-digit variable] Code of the country according to the ISO A3 international classification 
Country Name [string variable] Name of the country 
Year of Surrogacy Law [year] When an surrogacy law was passed 
Altruistic Surrogacy 0 Illegal 
  1 Legal 
  3 No National Stance 
Commercial Surrogacy 0 Illegal 
  1 Legal 
  3 No National Stance 
Exceptions 1 No law on surrogacy 
  2 Surrogacy prohibited by means other than the law 
  3 Couples must be married to undergo the procedure 
 
 
 


