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Table 5: Inter-regional differences in coefficients. Interac-
tion terms between region dummies and individual variables are
included in order to identify differences in coefficients, using region
1 as a baseline. Regions: 1: Former Soviet Union Countries and
Eastern European Countries; 2: European Countries; 3: United
States,Canada, Australia, New Zealand; 4: Latin America and
Caribbean; 5: Asia; 6: Africa; 7: Persian and Mid-east, includ-
ing Isreal.
Significance: 1% 5% 10%
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(1) (2) (3)
log(household income) .42 .39 .50

(.059) (.067) (.066)

male −.13 −.15 −.11
(.017) (.022) (.023)

age −.028 −.023 −.027
(.004) (.005) (.004)

(age/10)2 .022 .017 .026
(.004) (.005) (.005)

(as) married .011 .053 .097
(.031) (.051) (.055)

separated, divorced, or widowed −.15 −.12 −.16
(.040) (.063) (.080)

not enough money: food(net) −.77 −.96 −.77
(.059) (.098) (.093)

friends to count on .57 .47 .50
(.047) (.060) (.073)

freedom to choose .48 .48 .61
(.054) (.060) (.084)

perception of corruption −.30 −.17 −.25
(.090) (.15) (.12)

log(GDP per cap.,PPP,2003/5) .045 .12 −.035
(.052) (.060) (.11)

nation: not enough money: food(net) −1.26 −.84 −1.75
(.34) (.42) (.41)

nation: friends to count on .72 .60 .065
(.46) (.64) (.63)

nation: freedom to choose .75 .56 1.57
(.35) (.57) (.52)

nation: perception of corruption −.49 −.77 −.37
(.36) (.46) (.46)
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(1) (2) (3)
wave 2 .24 −.015 .35

(.064) (.16) (.16)

wave 3 .21
(.052) (0) (0)

log(household income)-reg2 .065 −.044 −.18
(.081) (.089) (.10)

log(household income)-reg3 .004 −.076 −.35
(.076) (.068) (.061)

log(household income)-reg4 .13 .24 −.056
(.087) (.087) (.090)

log(household income)-reg5 .042 .032 .002
(.067) (.080) (.070)

log(household income)-reg6 −.11 −.13 .018
(.063) (.074) (.093)

log(household income)-reg7 .50 .39 −.083
(.14) (.097) (.26)

not enough money: food(net)-reg2 −.0008 .13 −.11
(.11) (.15) (.12)

not enough money: food(net)-reg3 −.15 −.23 −.24
(.091) (.14) (.11)

not enough money: food(net)-reg4 .046 .27 .14
(.086) (.13) (.12)

not enough money: food(net)-reg5 .14 .25 .34
(.095) (.13) (.14)

not enough money: food(net)-reg6 .34 .48 −.085
(.069) (.11) (.11)

not enough money: food(net)-reg7 .15 .31 −.080
(.12) (.15) (.15)

friends to count on-reg2 .22 .15 .16
(.075) (.099) (.11)

friends to count on-reg3 .28 .44 .68
(.12) (.12) (.18)

friends to count on-reg4 .18 .33 .20
(.086) (.10) (.12)

friends to count on-reg5 −.34 −.30 −.14
(.074) (.088) (.100)

friends to count on-reg6 −.15 .014 −.16
(.069) (.099) (.11)

friends to count on-reg7 .095 .42 .35
(.13) (.096) (.19)
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(1) (2) (3)
freedom to choose-reg2 .14 .20 .21

(.11) (.11) (.15)

freedom to choose-reg3 .26 .42 .12
(.14) (.18) (.086)

freedom to choose-reg4 −.15 −.095 .074
(.079) (.096) (.12)

freedom to choose-reg5 −.24 −.20 −.34
(.082) (.083) (.14)

freedom to choose-reg6 −.21 −.20 −.29
(.071) (.088) (.12)

freedom to choose-reg7 .034 .14 −.11
(.12) (.15) (.17)

perception of corruption-reg2 −.17 −.12 −.045
(.14) (.17) (.15)

perception of corruption-reg3 .067 −.040 .22
(.11) (.15) (.12)

perception of corruption-reg4 .12 .13 .34
(.12) (.19) (.17)

perception of corruption-reg5 .21 −.18 −.17
(.13) (.17) (.16)

perception of corruption-reg6 .064 −.040 −.33
(.10) (.16) (.15)

perception of corruption-reg7 −.16 −.23 .18
(.24) (.23) (.32)

dRegion2 .38 .30 .017
(.21) (.32) (.30)

dRegion3 .20 −.31 −.43
(.32) (.41) (.35)

dRegion4 .72 .70 .53
(.22) (.35) (.39)

dRegion5 .36 .77 .37
(.24) (.41) (.40)

dRegion6 .009 −.12 .40
(.22) (.31) (.43)

dRegion7 .85 .41 −1.00
(.30) (.29) (.58)

constant 5.51 6.15 5.73
(.51) (.62) (.72)

obs. 162343 57215 57215
Nclusters 126 84 84
R2(adj) .301 .333 .392
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Variable Mean StdDev Min Max Obs
ladder 5.43 2.19 0 10 342329
SWL 5.95 2.45 0 10 115402
1
2 (ladder+SWL) 5.77 2.09 0 10 114549
log(household income) −2.40 1.56 −11.5 2.66 233658
incomeh2 .25 .41 1e-05 14.3 233658
male .46 .50 0 1 350017
age 39.4 16.9 15 99 348463
(age/10)2 18.4 15.4 2.25 98.0 348463
(as) married .54 .50 0 1 350017
separated, divorced, or widowed .11 .32 0 1 350017
not enough money (food) .30 .46 0 1 324632
not enough money: food(net) −.009 .43 −1.35 1.16 219207
freedom to choose .71 .45 0 1 310916
perception of corruption .78 .37 0 1 258845
donated time .22 .42 0 1 299997
donatedMoney .31 .46 0 1 298154
helped a stranger .47 .50 0 1 297325
friends to count on .82 .39 0 1 326415
attended church/etc .49 .50 0 1 327623
importance of religion .73 .44 0 1 325364

Table 7: Summary statistics: micro variables.

Variable Mean StdDev Min Max Obs
nation: ladder 5.37 1.09 3.01 7.94 145
nation: SWL 5.84 1.45 2.45 8.50 104
nation: 1

2 (ladder+SWL) 5.66 1.28 2.73 8.03 104
log(GDP per cap.,PPP,2003/5) −1.97 1.27 −5.07 .52 184
GDP per cap., PPP,2003/5 .28 .32 .006 1.68 184
healthy life expectancy 57.5 11.2 28.5 75 181
healthy life expectancy (net) .031 6.25 −27.4 11.3 173
nation: not enough money: food(net) −4e-10 .12 −.42 .35 142
nation: perception of corruption .77 .18 .15 .98 138
nation: freedom to choose .69 .16 .26 .96 143
nation: friends to count on .81 .13 .29 .97 144
nation: donatedMoney .30 .18 .027 .76 144
nation: donated time .21 .10 .034 .47 145
nation: helped a stranger .46 .12 .17 .82 145
nation: importance of religion .72 .25 .16 .99 144
nation: attended church/etc .48 .22 .077 .89 144

Table 8: Summary statistics: macro variables.
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These are scatter plots of national averages; The model used for prediction is the same as the first column in Table 1

Figure 4: Actual and Predicted National Well-being
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Figure 4: Actual and Predicted National Well-being
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Figure 4: Actual and Predicted National Well-being
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Figure 4: Actual and Predicted National Well-being
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